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LOI GIOI THIEU

DPdng Nai viing dat mang tén dong chay huyét mach ciia ca mién Pong Nam B0 ting chimg kién
su hinh thanh, phét trién cia ca mot cong ddng ngudi cd quan tu déng déo, ving dat ting chtra dung trong
1ong n6 ca mot phirc thé di tich, di vat khao cb hoc quan trong va xuyén sudt tir budi dau cia thoi dai
Dong sang so ky thoi dai Sit. Tt ca nhiing dia diém khao c6 hoc trén ving dat nay chimg t6 cac thé hé
tién nhan da khoi nghiép qua cam va sang tao, bang lao dong khai pha va chiém linh, thich Gmg véi tu
nhién va xay dap nén mot trung tim van héa Kim khi ryc r&, mot nén van minh dic sic ma ngay nay
ching ta quen goi 1a Van minh séng Dong Nai - mét trong nhiing trung tim van héa co cia Viét Nam.

Thoi dai Ba cii ¢ D@)ng Nai gén lién véi dia danh Xuan Loc. Trong cac tu liéu khao ¢6 hoc, khai
niém “P4 cii Xudn Loc” ban dau dé chi cac cong cu do E. Saurin kham pha ¢ Hang Gon 6 va Dau Gidy
2. Thoi dai kim khi & Pong Nai, theo phan ky ciia cic nha khao c6 hoc, gom hai giai doan phat trién:
Dong thau va Sat sém, trai dai tir cudi Thién nién ky III - dau Thién nién ky II trudc Cong nguyén dén
dau Cong nguyén. Mot trong nhitng thanh tyu quan trong bac nhét cta ca thoi dai ndy 13 cong dong cu
dan Tién st Dong Nai d timg budc nim bét va hoan thién tri thirc vé ché tac da va thuat luyén kim, xay
dung nghé duc dong ban dia chuyén nghiép. Di san vin hoa ni bt trong giai doan nay 14 swu tap dan da
Binh Pa va suu tdp qua dong Long Giao da dugc cong nhan 1a Bao vat Quéc gia.

Vin hod c6 6 Ddng Nai nhirng thé ky diu Cong nguyén da phét trién cung vdi tién trinh phat trién
chung cua vin hod déng bang Nam B6. Nhiéu phat hién khao ¢ hoc (23 dia diém) va két qua giam dinh
nién dai C14, d6i chiéu véi cac di tich & mién Ty Nam B9, cho thdy van hoa Oc Eo ¢ Pong Nai trai qua
hai giai doan: Oc Eo v&i 4 di tich: Go Chiéu Liéu, GO Ong Tung thuéc huyén Long Thanh; Cay Géo I va
Cay Gao II thuoc huyén Vinh Ciru va nhitng san pham vin héa dic trung ciia nd, tuy khong day dac va
phong phti nhu & viing chau thé séng Ctru Long va hau Oc Eo vdi cac di tich: Pa Lik, Nam Cat Tién
thudc huyén Tan Phu; Sudi Rang, Pong Bo, Bau Sen thudc huyén Vinh Ciru; Rach Dong thudc huyén
Théng Nhat; Bén G6, chua Biru Son, Cau Hang, Téan Lai va nhiéu di vat & khu vuc thanh phé Bién Hoa.
Cong déng cu dan van hoa Oc Eo, hau Oc Eo & Déng Nai 1a hau dué cta cu dan Tién - So st D@)ng Nai.
Di §én van hoé nbi bat trong giai doan nay la tuong than Vishnu Binh Hoa d3 dugc cong nhan la Bao vat
Quodc gia.
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DPong Nai con c6 cac di tich kién triic dén thap dao Hindu - An Do gido phat trién trén co sé truyén
thong Vin hoa Oc Eo ¢6 ké thira truyén thdng Van héa Ang-co dé hinh thanh nén van hoa ban dia, ¢6 thé
goi Van hoa hau Oc Eo. Pong Nai xua 1a ving dém gitra hai vuong qudc Chan Lap va Champa. Vét tich
vin hoa Champa duoc tim thdy trén dit Pdng Nai qua khao c¢b hoc chi tim thiy mot vai tugng than cua
dao Hindu - An D6 gido mang phong ciach Champa ¢ thanh phd Bién Hoa. Tugng thin Vishnu chua Btru
Son (Bién Hoa) nién dai nam 1421 1a cu li€u quan trong, trong dé ndi dung van bia noi dén mot sy kién
lich sir chién tranh ctia mot hoang tir c6 tén Nauk Glaun Vijaya (Champa) sau khi gianh dugc chién thing
da cho dung tugng than Tribhu Vanakranta (phu diéu than Vishnu) bang chién loi pham iy duoc tir nguoi
Khmer.

Sach anh Bao vat Qudc gia viing dat Bién Hoa - Pong Nai gidi thiéu v6i ban doc vé 3 hién vat,
nhom hién vat da dugc Thu tudng Chinh pht cong nhén Bao vat Qudc gia va céac hién vét lién quan dugc
sép xép theo tién trinh lich st dé nguoi doc tiép can mot cach toan dién hon vé Van minh song Bfﬁng Nai.
Hién nhién, cong trinh ciing kh(’) tranh duoc cac han ché, so sudt, mot sé y kién, luan diém khoa hoc cﬁng
nhu phuorng phap thong tin van con tiép tuc thao luan, nhung tap sach anh nay dén véi ban doc van 1a
nguon liéu tri thirc khoa hoc - van héa c6 thong tin bo ich, c6 thé tham khao tét véi gidi nghién ciru Khao
c0 hoc va cac khoa hoc lién quan, cd thé 1am tai liéu hoc tap cho sinh vién va nghién ctru sinh, giup cho
céc thé hé tré thém hiéu biét vé truyén thong lao dong sang tao va thong minh cia cac bac tién nhén trén
manh dat Bién Hoa - Dong Nai.

Xin tran trong gidi thiéu quyén sach nay véi ban doc gan xa./.
Ddng Nai, ngdy 26 thang 5 nam 2023
Tac gia

TS. Nguyén Hong An
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INTRODUCTION

Dong Nai, a land that is named after the vital flow of the entire Southeast region in Vietnam, has
witnessed the formation and development of a community of ancient people. This area contains a complex
of archaeological sites and artifacts, spanning from the early Bronze Age to the Iron Age. All these
archaeological sites in this region attest to the courageous and innovative endeavors of our ancestors,
who, through labor and exploration, adapted to and conquered nature, creating a flourishing center of
metallurgical culture. This distinctive civilization, known today as the Dong Nai River Civilization,
stands as one of Vietnam's ancient cultural centers.

The Old Stone Age in Dong Nai is closely associated with the place named Xuan Loc. In
archaeological records, the concept of "Xuan Loc Old Stone" initially referred to the tools discovered by
E. Saurin at Hang Gon 6 and Dau Giay 2. The Metal Age in Dong Nai, according to the chronological
divisions of archaeologists, consisted of two stages of development: Bronze and Early Iron, spanning
from the end of the 3rd millennium Before Common Era to the beginning of the Common Era . One of the
most significant achievements of this era was the prehistoric community in Dong Nai gradually acquiring
and perfecting knowledge of stone crafting and metalworking, establishing a professional local bronze
casting industry. The cultural heritage prominent during this period includes the Binh Da lithophone
collection and the Long Giao bronze collection, which have been recognized as national treasures.

The ancient culture in Dong Nai during the early centuries of the Common Era developed
alongside the overall cultural development of the Southern Delta region. Numerous archaeological
discoveries (at 23 sites) and radiocarbon dating results, cross-referenced with relics in the Southwestern
region, indicate that the Oc Eo culture in Dong Nai went through two stages. The first stage includes four
sites: Go Chieu Lieu and Go Ong Tung in the Long Thanh district; Cay Gao 1 and Cay Gao 2 in the Vinh
Cuu district. Although its cultural artifacts are not as plentiful and abundant as those in the Mekong
Delta and the later Oc Eo period, the stage encompasses relics such as Da Lak, Nam Cat Tien in Tan Phu
district; Suoi Rang, Dong Bo, Bau Sen in Vinh Cuu district; Rach Dong in Thong Nhat district; Ben Go,
Buu Son Pagoda, Cau Hang, Tan Lai, and various artifacts in Bien Hoa City. The communities of the Oc
Eo and post-Oc Eo cultural heritage in Dong Nai are descendants of the prehistoric residents of Dong
Nai. A notable cultural heritage during this period is the Vishnu Binh Hoa statue, recognized as a
national treasure.
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Dong Nai also boasts architectural relics of Hindu temples and towers, influenced by Indian
Hinduism, developed on the foundation of the traditional Oc Eo culture and inherited the traditions of the
Angkor culture, forming a local cultural phenomenon known as the post-Oc Eo culture. Dong Nai was
once a buffer zone between the Champa and Khmer kingdoms. Traces of the Champa culture can be found
in Dong Nai through archaeological excavations, where a few Hindu statues in the Champa style have
been discovered in Bien Hoa City. The Vishnu statue at Buu Son Pagoda (Bien Hoa), dating back to 1421,
serves as significant evidence. The inscriptions on the stele of the statue narrate a historical war event
involving a prince named Nauk Glaun Vijaya (Champa), who, after achieving victory, erected the Tribhu
Vanakranta deity (a relief of the god Vishnu) using spoils of war obtained from the Khmer people.

The photographic book "Precious National Treasures: The Land of Bien Hoa - Dong Nai "
introduces readers to three artifacts, and the group of artifacts that have been recognized as National
Treasures by the Prime Minister and the current artifacts, arranged according to the historical timeline,
allowing readers to have a comprehensive understanding of the Dong Nai River Civilization. Actually, the
work may still have limitations, shortcomings, and differing scientific opinions and perspectives, as well
as ongoing discussions regarding information methods. However, this book still serves as a source of
scientific and cultural knowledge, providing useful information for researchers in the field of archaeology
and related sciences. It can be used as a study material for students and graduate students, helping the
younger generations gain a deeper understanding of the creative and intelligent labor traditions of the
ancestors on the land of Bien Hoa - Dong Nai.

We sincerely introduce this book to readers.
Dong Nai, May 26th, 2023
Author

PhD. Nguyen Hong An
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BAN DO PHAN BO CAC DI TiCH KHAO CO TIEN - SO SU DONG NAI
MAP OF DISTRIBUTION OF PRE-HISTORY AND PRE-HISTORY

008

39

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDS OF DONG NAI

GHI CHU/NOTE

Di chi thoi dai Da cii/ Paleolithic sites:

1. Phit Quy; 2. Déc Moj; 3. Cau Sat; 4. Dau Gidy; 5. Binh Xuan; 6. Subi D4; 7. Nui Pét;

8. Hang Gon 6; 9. Cam Tiém.

Di chi thoi dai Kim khi/ Metal Age site:

1. Cau Sit; 2. Subi Linh; 3. Dbi Phong Khong; 4. Trang Quén; 5. Hung Thinh; 6. Song May;
7. Nti Gém (Hang Gon 1); 8. Hang Gon 2; 9. Hang Gon 3; 10. Hang Gon 4; 11. Hang Gon 5;
12. Théi Giao; 13. Pdi Mit; 14. i Xoai; 15. Song Nhan; 16. Phu Loc; 17. Sudi Rét Béc;
18. Sudi Rét Nam; 19. V5 Dang I; 20. V& Dong I1; 22. Bai (Bén) Nom; 23. Bbi Ba;

24. Subi Nho; 25. Sudi Lu; 25. Sudi Nhan; 27. Sudi Tre; 28. Thac Dai; 29. Quang Hién;

30. GO Me (Théng Nhit) 31. Ci Lao Phd; 32. Binh Pa; 33. Phudc Tén; 34. Cai Van;

36. Rach L4; 37. GO Me (Vinh Thanh); 38. Binh Xuén; 39. Subi Ca (Sudi Quyt).

Di chi thoi dai Sit sém/ Early Iron Age site:

1. Sudi Chén; 2. Dau Gidy; 3. Phit Hoa; 4. Mo Cu Thach; 5. Sudi Pa; 6. Long Giao.
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Nhitng nguoi thanh 1ap: TS. Trinh Hoang Hiép, TS. Nguyén Hong An
Founders: PhD. Trinh Hoang Hiep, PhD. Nguyen Hong An
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DI TICH KHAO CO HQC BINH PA
THE BINH DA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
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SUU TAP PAN PA BINH PA

Di tich khao c6 hoc Binh Pa (toa d6: N10°56°06” - E106°51°30”) nam trén trién Nam qua ddi
thap (cao 10-15m/mirc nudc song) trai dai hudng Dong Ty bén bo tréi séng Cai - nhanh song Pong Nai.
Cac vét tich khao co hoc (riu bon, ban mai, da ¢ gia cong, gém v0) rai khép bé mat dién tich c&
35.000-75.000m? (500 x 150m). Bay la mdt trong nhing di tich phat hién dau tién & Nam B0, duoc khai
quat hai 1dn vao ndm 1979 (174m?) va nam 1993 (60m2) tang van hoa véi nhiéu phan lorp phuc tap day
nhat t6i 2,9m, chtra dung 13 cum than tro, 140 cum gbm, 8 cum xwong thi chén trong ndi hit gém, 1670
dd da, hang ta xuong rang thu va hang van manh gém va.

Vi khoi tu lidu do sO cua hai lan khai quat, di tich Binh Pa, cung véi Déc Chua cach d6 20km
theo duong song Pong Nai va Cai Van - Bung Bac noi ctra séng can bién mang tam voc cc “thi tran”
trung tam luu vuce, cac “di chi - xudng” ché tac da phuc vu nhu cdu néng nghiép, thu cong va giao thuong
vao khoang nira cudi thién nién ky II - dau thién nién ky I BC, vdi két qua C14 mau than tro sau 1,9m cho
nién dai 3180 + 50 BP. Pac biét, Binh Pa con la cong xudng chuyén ché tac dan da, vdi 51 thanh, doan
con nguyén hinh hay ché tac dang do. Tt ca 47 thanh, doan, manh dan da trong hé khai quat nim 1979
nim rai thanh cac cum trén dién tich 3,8m (Pong T4y) x 1,9m (Bic Nam) trong tang vin héa mau nau toi
x0p, d6 sdu cach nén dodi 55-90cm ken day gdm v, cong cu lao dong dé - ching tich cua lang cd - xudng
ché tac dan da Binh Pa. Trong suu tip dan da c6 5 tiéu ban nguyén, 15 doan dau va 20 doan than, cing
cac manh v§ ria khac nhau.

Dan da (Lithophone) 1 mot trong nhiing loai hinh di vat khao c6 hoc tiéu biéu vao bac nhét cua
vin héa vat chét thoi nguyén thily & mién Nam Viét Nam. N6 “cé tiéng ngan vang trong tréo tao nén my
cam am nhac” (T6 Vii, 1994). N6 c6 tudi “co nhit thé gidi” (Schaeffner, A. 1951) va “né khong giong bét
cr mdt nhac cu nao ma khoa hoc da biét” (Sadorov, R.L. 1962). Tur gﬁn bay thap ky nay, san phém van
héa dic sdc nay phan 16n chi duoc phat hién ngiu nhiéu, rat hiém khi phét hién nguyén trang trong long
dat ¢ xua, di kém theo cc chimg tich khong 101 khéc.
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Thang 12/1979, 1an dau tién di khai quat dugc trong di chi khdo c6 Binh Pa 47 thanh dan va
phién doan cua dan da cung nam chung véi cac loai riu dé, duc dé. Viéc phat hién dugc dan da Binh Da
cung véi cac cong cu bang d4 va do gdm co tir trong di chi khao c6 hoc 1a mot sy kién rat quan trong gitip
cho cic nha nghién ctru c6 thé giai ddp dugc mot cach chinh x4c cau hoi vé nién dai. Sy phat hién quan
trong nay da dem lai déy du c liéu dé xac nhan truyén théng ché tac dan da & Viét Nam d3 xuét hién trude
day 3000-4000 nam.

Véi su hién dién cdc cong xuong chuyén ché dan d4 Viét Nam & Binh Pa, Sudi Linh (B@)ng
Nai), Go P4, Cu Lao Rua (Binh Duong), Pa Kai (Binh Thuén) va ca & Déc Gao (Khanh Hoa), cung
nguon tu liéu khao c6 hoc phong phi hién nay, khang dinh nhiing béc thay thuc sy cia dan da Tién st
chinh 14 cdc cong déng cu dan ban dia, chu nhan 6ng dich thuc cua céc nén vin hoa cb xua tung ché
ngu, lao ddng ciAn man va sang tao noi mién cao nguyén va déng bang chau thd ven bién Pong phia
Nam Viét Nam ngay nay.

Nhitng kham pha va nghién ciru chuyén khao ghi nhan chéc chin ring dan d4 Tién st chinh la
nhac cu ¢b xua tiéu biéu nhat trong tri thirc &m nhac ) truyén v&i cac san phém nhac cu thudc bg go
va bo rung truyén thdng cia ho. Ngudi tho 1am dan d4 Binh Pa xua chic chén c6 kinh nghiém lam dan
phong phu, k¥ thuat ché tac thanh thao, tai nghé cia ho duogc luu lai ddm nét trén tat ca cac dau ghe
déo truc tiép va gian tiép, cac dau tu chinh can than, ti mi, cac 16p ghe chinh 16n, nhd, ndng sau, chéng
chat nhau ghi nhan tién trinh déo di d&o lai nhiéu lan trén tirng thanh dan d. Cc huéng ghé déo, duc
chinh thuong tir cac ria canh dau va than hudng tdim, d6 nong phd bién trong khoang 2-5mm véi xu
hudéng sau phia ngoai va can dan vao trong than.

Pic diém chung cua k¥ thudt duc vdi trinh d tay nghé diéu luyén, tinh x4o hién thi & moi cong
doan 1am dan Binh Da, tir khau ghé mit than bang cach dung dimg thanh da theo chiéu ngang, rdi duc
d&o b6t bé day thanh da, gbc duc hoi nghiéng vé phia ngoai dé tao than day gitta va mong dan vé hai
ria canh. Tiép theo khau duc tao dang than 1a tu sua hai ria canh, tao di¢n ghe théng gbéc voi mat than
duc tach nhiing manh nho (gian nhd c¢d 7 thanh doan con dién ghe trén toan bd ria canh mot mat thén,
4 doan con dién ghe trén mot khic va 6 doan khong c6 dién ghe; gian 1dn c6 2 doan con dién ghe trén
toan b ria canh).
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Trén bé mit kha phang cua cac dién ghe ay, nguoi thg dung cac thanh da theo chiéu ngang c6 do
nghiéng thich hop dé duc tach nhiing vay da nho va ngin theo trinh ty lan luot tig mat ciia mdi ria canh,
tao dang canh c6 géc nhon hodc gdc ti khac nhau (gian nho c6 10 thanh doan c6 ddu seo ndy trén hai ria
canh & mdt mat than, c6 7 doan duoc duc tach vay trén hai ria canh ¢ ca hai mat than, gian 1én c6 7 doan
duc tach vay trén hai ria canh & mdt mat than va cd 6 doan duc tach vay trén hai ria canh ¢ ca hai mat
than).

Vi nhitng thanh nguyén va cac doan dau dan, con thay cc ddu duc ria dau tao dang thang ngang
hay hoi xién va ca dau cua hoic k¥ thuat ghe chit canh. Cac ria dau cong thuong sir dung k§y thuat ghe
chinh giéng & hai ria canh thanh d4. Vé co ban, cac vét tich gia cong hién thi day du quy trinh k¥ thuat
chidt ch€ voi nhitng thu phap ghe déo duc tach va tu chinh thanh thuc trén moi thanh doan dan da tir khau
tao dang phac vat dau tién dén thanh pham hoan chinh. Vé co ban, nhitng thanh, doan dan da Binh Pa kha
théng nhat va 6n dinh vé hinh dang, déu thudc dang phién da dai, thing, det, bé ngang hep, quan hé ty 1&
gitra dai/rong dao dong trong khoang 2,5-4, bé rong so véi bé day trong khoang 3,1- 4,06, hiéu sb dau 16n
va gitra (hodc dau nho) vé chiéu rong dao dong 1,9-4,3 va vé bé day 0,55-1,55. Nhirng thong s6 phan anh
phan nao sy 6n dinh vé quy cach, vé muc thudc chung cua cac thanh dan d4 Binh Pa.

Tat ca cac thanh, doan dan d4 déu dugc 1am bang mot loai da phién dém cé 4m thanh phiét ra vira
vang, vira trong, khi go trén mat da. Pac tinh “kéu hay va vang” ay da hip din trudc hét va khién nguoi
xua di chon loai d4 nay dé lam dan da. Ngoai ra phién dém trong tw nhién thuong & dang két thanh 16p,
dé tach thanh nhitng tim d4 dai, det, phang, thang, phi hop v&i dang chung cia nhitng thanh dan. Phién
dém lai c6 do ciing vira phai, nén duc déo tao dang chinh hinh dé dat téi murc chinh xac nhu y mudn. Mat
khac, v6i thé trong twong ddi nhe, phién dém d& dang hon trong sir dung. N6 vira c6 dic tinh “kéu hay”
lai con c6 dic tinh d& 1am cho “kéu ding”, hop véi y mudn ciia ngudi the 1am dan da va ngudi dung dan.
D6i vdi nhitng thanh con nguyén va nhimng doan phia ddu cta thanh da, chung ta c6 thé thdy nhitng vét
ghe duc & cic canh ria. Nhiing ria ddu c6 dang thiang ngang hodc hoi xién duoc tao nén boi k¥ thuat cua
hoic ghé. Nhitng ria dau c6 dang hinh cung déu con thiy ré ddu duc gidng nhu trén cac dién ghé con s6t
O cac ria canh.
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Viéc duc ddo déu tuan thu theo mot phuong phap, mdt thao tac nhét dinh. C6 thé coi chung la
san pham gﬁn nhu duge 1am theo mdt tiéu chuén 6n dinh. Khong mdt thanh, mdt doan nao khong cod dﬁy
du ddu 4n cua quy trinh k§ thuat 4y, khong mot bo phéan nao cia dan khong cé mit vét tich cia phuong
phép duc, cta thao tac k¥ thuat nhu vay. Day 1a dic trung thong nhat cia tit ca nhirng thanh, doan, manh
dan d4 trong di tich khao ¢ Binh Pa.

Trong nhan thirc chuyén nganh khéao ¢ hoc, gior ddy, nién biéu trong ddi cia cac kham pha thach
cam ngdu nhién & Nam Truong Son chi ¢ thé bang phan tich so sanh loai hinh hoc (Typology) ctia chiing
v6i chinh cac “gian”, “bd” dan chuan ¢ Loc Hoa, Pa Kai, ké ca cac thanh, doan dan nguyén hinh & Binh
Da - di san dan d4 c6 dia tang van hoa khao c¢6 hoc chira dung chimg tich hoat dong con nguoi dwong thoi
& ca mién vian héa ndy. Chung ta khong chi thau hiéu “chudi nhac” ciia dan da, ma con c6 thé hiéu chinh
xé4c thém nita nién biéu sang ché va s dung dan d4 “co nhéat” Viét Nam trong thoi ky P4 - Pong va thoi
dai Kim khi - thbi diém ma “loai ngudi biét dén 4m giai ¢6 5 am tro nén” va da biét ¢ phén biét dugc cac
ban 4m”. Sy gan giii vé chét liéu da sing, cac dic trung chung vé k¥ nghé ché tac va cau tao hinh dang di
vat dan da Loc Hoa, Pa Kai (céc tiéu chi trong tng Ve kich thudc, trong luong va mit cit ngang than timg
c4 thé) so véi cac suu tip dan da duoc dua 18n khoi ting vin hoa khao ¢b hoc Tién st ¢ Binh Da...

Céc gian dan d4 hoan chinh dua 1én tir long dat Loc Hoa, Pa Kai, ké ca suu tap dan da dugc dua
1én khoi ting vin hoa khao cb hoc Tién sir & Binh Pa nhu 13 nhitng sang tao vin héa nghé thuat 4m nhac
ban dia dic sic, 1a tiéng nhac rirng cua riéng mién cao nguyén Tay Nguyén va dong bang chau thd Nam
B6 Viét Nam tu nua cu01 Thién nién ky IT dén khoang glua Thién nlen ky I trudc Cong nguyén trong nén
canh chung ctia “Sy gin b6 c6 tinh truyén thong clia nén 4m nhac ¢6 truyén & dat nudc ta trén nén tang
van héa Pong Son trong ving Dong Nam A. Pan d4 ¢ dong bang Nam B xua tuy ¢ nhitng dic trung
riéng nhung van ham chira trong minh nét nhac trong van héa Péng Son thud dy”./.
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THE BINH DA STONE ENSEMBLE COLLECTION

The Binh Da archaeological site (coordinates: N10°56'06" - E106°51'30") is located on the southern
terrace of a low hill (10-15m above the river level) stretching from east to west along the left bank of the Cai River,
a branch of the Dong Nai River. Archaeological traces such as stone axes, grinding tables, processed stones, and
pottery fragments are scattered over an area of approximately 35,000-75,000 square meters (500 x 150m). This is
one of the earliest discovered sites in the Southern region and was excavated twice, in 1979 (174 square meters)
and 1993 (60 square meters). The cultural layer is the thickest and most complex, reaching up to 2.9 meters in
depth. It contains 13 charcoal clusters, 140 pottery clusters, § clusters of animal bones buried in ceramic pots,
1670 stone objects, quintals of animal bones and teeth, and numerous fragments of broken pottery.

With the extensive material from the two excavations at the Binh Da site, along with the Doc Chua site
located 20 kilometers away along the Dong Nai and Cai Van-Bung Bac rivers, which served as central "towns" in
the region, as well as the "workshops" for stone production to meet agricultural, craft, and trade needs from the
second half of the 2nd millennium BCE to the early 1st millennium BCE, radiocarbon dating of charcoal samples
at a depth of 1.9 meters yielded a date of 3180 = 50 BP. In particular, Binh Da was a specialized workshop for
producing stone musical instruments, with 51 intact or partially crafted bars remaining. All 47 bars and fragments
of musical instruments excavated in 1979 were found scattered within an area measuring 3.8m (east-west) x 1.9m
(north-south) in a brownish and friable cultural layer, at a depth of 55-90cm above the hillside surface covered
with pottery fragments. These stone tools are evidence of the ancient village and the Binh Da Lithophone
workshop. The collection of Lithophones includes 5 intact bars, 15 bar segments, 20 body segments, and various
other broken fragments.

The stone musical instrument (lithophone) is one of the most representative archaeological artifacts of
the material culture during prehistoric times in southern Vietnam. It possesses a "resonant and melodious sound,
creating aesthetic musical tones" (T6 Vii, 1994). It is considered the "oldest in the world" (Schaeffner, A. 1951)
and "unlike any other musical instrument known to science"” (Sadorov, R.L. 1962). For nearly seven decades, this
exceptional cultural product has mostly been discovered by chance, rarely found intact in ancient underground
sites, often accompanied by other non-verbal evidence.
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In December 1979, for the first time, 47 lithophone bars and fragments were excavated in the
archaeological site of Binh Da, along with stone axes and chisels. The discovery of the Binh Da lithophone, along
with stone tools and ancient pottery from the archaeological site, was a significant event that allowed researchers
to accurately answer questions about its age. This important discovery provided sufficient evidence to confirm that
the tradition of lithophone craftsmanship in Vietnam dates back 3000-4000 years.

With the presence of specialized lithophone workshops in Binh Da, Suoi Linh (Dong Nai), Go Da, Rua
Island (Binh Duwong), Da Kai (Binh Thudn), and even in Doc Gao (Khanh Hoa), along with the rich
archaeological evidence available today, it confirms that the true owners of the prehistoric lithophones are the
indigenous communities, the true masters of ancient cultures who diligently and creatively labored in the
highlands and coastal plains of southern Vietnam along the eastern coastline of the East Sea.

The discoveries and specialized research confirm that prehistoric lithophones are the most representative
ancient musical instruments of traditional music knowledge, with their percussion and resonance instruments. The
ancient artisans of Binh Da who crafted the lithophones undoubtedly possessed extensive experience in instrument
making, proficient craftsmanship, and their artistic skills are evident in all direct and indirect carving marks,
meticulous adjustments, and careful layering of different depths and sizes, documenting the repeated carving and
refining process on each lithophone bar. The carving and shaping directions usually start from the edges of the
heads and taper towards the center of the body, with a common depth ranging from 2-5mm, gradually deepening
towards the outer part and gradually thinning towards the core.

The common characteristic of the intricate carving technique, demonstrating the skilled craftsmanship,
can be observed in every stage of crafting the Binh Da lithophones. The process begins with the vertical carving
of the stone bars, followed by gradually reducing the thickness of the bars, with the carving angle slightly inclined
outward to create a thicker body in the center and gradually thinner towards the two edges. The next step is to
carve and shape the body by adjusting the two edge lines, creating a straight-angled grinding face with the body
surface. In the case of small lithophones, there are 7 sections with a grinding face along the entire edge on one
side of the body, 4 sections with a grinding face along a portion of the body, and 6 sections without a grinding face.
For larger lithophones, there are 2 sections with a grinding face along the entire edge.
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On the relatively flat surface of these grooves, the craftsman places the stone bars horizontally at an
appropriate angle to carve and separate small and short stone flakes in a sequential order on each face of each
edge, creating edges with different acute or obtuse angles (small frames have 10 sections with these scars on both
edges of one face of the body, with 7 sections carved and separated flakes on both edges of both faces of the body,
large frames have 7 sections carved and separated flakes on one face of the body, and 6 sections carved and
separated flakes on both edges of both faces of the body).

With the intact bars and the end sections of the lithophone, one can still observe the marks of straight or
slightly slanted edge carving, as well as saw marks or tight grooving techniques. The curved edges typically
employ the same grooving technique as the two edge sides of the stone bars. Essentially, the manual processing
marks demonstrate a complete and meticulous technical process involving grooving, carving, separating, and
fine-tuning on each section of the lithophone, from the initial shaping of the rough head to the finished product. In
essence, the stone bars and sections of the Binh Da lithophone exhibit a considerable eveness and stability in
shape. They are elongated, straight, flat, with narrow width, and have proportional relationships between
length/width ranging from 2.5 to 4, width-to-thickness ratio ranging from 3.1 to 4.06, a large-to-middle (or small)
head ratio in terms of width ranging from 1.9 to 4.3, and in terms of thickness ranging from 0.55 to 1.55. These
parameters partly reflect the stability in terms of dimensions and overall size of the Binh Da stone lithophone
sections.

All the stone bars and sections of the lithophone are made of a spotted stone that produces a resonant and
clear sound when struck on the stone surface. The characteristic of a "clear and resonant” sound has attracted
ancient people to choose this type of stone for making the lithophone. Additionally, the natural spotted stone
typically occurs in layered formations, making it easy to split into long, flat, straight slabs that are suitable for the
general shape of the lithophone bars. The spotted stone has a moderate hardness, making it easy to carve and
shape with precision as desired. On the other hand, due to its relatively light weight, the spotted stone is easier to
handle. It not only possesses the characteristic of a "nice sound" but also allows for easy adjustment to achieve
the desired sound, meeting the preferences of both the lithophone craftsmen and users. For the intact bars and the
sections at the ends of the stone bars, we can observe grooving marks on the edge sides. The straight or slightly
slanted edges are created through sawing or grooving techniques. The curved edges still bear visible grooving
marks similar to the remaining grooves on the edge sides.
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The carving follows a specific method and technique consistently. They can be considered as products
made according to a stable standard. There is not a single bar or section that lacks the marks of that technical
process, and every part of the lithophone bears the traces of the carving method and technique. This is the unified
characteristic of all the bars, sections, and fragments of the Binh Da archaeological site.

In the field of archaeology, the relative chronology of random lithophone discoveries in the Southern
Truong Son region can now only be established through comparative analysis of their typology with the standard
"system" and "set" of lithophones in Loc Hoa, Da Kai, including the intact bars and sections of lithophones found
in Binh Da - the heritage site of lithophones with a cultural archaeological stratigraphic layer containing
evidence of contemporary human activities in this cultural region. We not only understand the "musical sequence"
of the lithophones but can also accurately determine the timeline of invention and use of the "oldest" lithophones
in Vietnam during the Stone-Bronze and Metallurgical Ages - a time when "humans became aware of the
pentatonic scale" and "distinguished different semitones.”" The close relationship in terms of material, common
characteristics of craftsmanship and structural design between the Loc Hoa and Da Kai lithophones
(corresponding criteria of size, weight, and cross-sectional shape of each individual) compared to the collections
of lithophones unearthed from the prehistoric archaeological layers in Binh Da...

The complete sets of lithophones unearthed from Loc Hoa, Da Kai, including the collections of
lithophones from the prehistoric archaeological layers in Binh Da, are considered unique indigenous cultural and
artistic musical creations, representing the forest music of the Central Highlands and the Southern Plains of
Vietnam from the late 2nd millennium BCE to the mid-1st millennium BCE in the general context of the
"traditional bonding of the traditional music in our country on the foundation of Dong Son culture in the Southeast
Asia region." Although the lithophones in the Southern Plains of Vietnam have their own distinctive features, they
still contain the musical essence within the Dong Son culture of that era.
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KHAI QUAT DI TiCH BINH PA NAM 1979
DISCOVERING THE BINH DA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE IN 1979
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KHAI QUAT DI TiCH BINH PA NAM 1993
DISCOVERING THE BINH DA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE IN 1993
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PGS. TS Nishimura Masanari va PGS.TS Bui Chi Hoang dién dd, nghién ctru di tich Binh Da.

Associate Professor. Dr. Nishimura Masanari and Associate Professor Dr. Bui Chi Hoang did

fieldwork and researched Binh Da relics.
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SUU TAP PAN PA BINH DA
THE BINH DA LITHOPHONE COLLECTION

79BD116
Trong luwgng (Weight) (gr): 2.050 Kich thwdc (Dimension) (cm):
S6 lwong (Quantity): 1 Dai (Length): 31,5
Mau sic (Color): Xam xanh (Blue gray) Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 13,4
Tinh trang (Status): Nguyén (Intact) Rong dau nho (Width of small head): 13,2

Day nhat (Thickest): 3
Mong nhat (Thinnest): 2,4
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79BD129

Trong lugng (Weight) (gr): 4.850
S6 lwong (Quantity): 1

Mau sic (Color): Nau (Brown)

Tinh trang (Status): Nguyén (Intact)
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Kich thwée (Dimension) (cm):

Dai (Length): 32

Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 17,8
Rong déu nho (Width of small head): 14,3
Day nhat (Thickest): 5,8

Mong nhat (Thinnest): 4,2



79BD143

Trong lugng (Weight) (gr): 1.400 Kich thwdc (Dimension) (cm):

S6 lwong (Quantity): 1 Dai (Length): 25,5

Mau siic (Color): Xam xanh (Blue gray) Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 10,4
Tinh trang (Status): Nguyén (Intact) Rong dau nho (Width of small head): 9,9

Day nhat (Thickest): 3
Mong nhat (Thinnest): 1,8
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030

79BD148

Trong lugng (Weight) (gr): 4.300

S6 lwong (Quantity): 1

Mau sic (Color): X4m xanh (Ble gray)
Tinh trang (Status): Nguyén (Intact)
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Kich thwée (Dimension) (cm):

Dai (Length): 47

Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 15,3
Rong déu nho (Width of small head): 13,3
Day nhat (Thickest): 3,4

Mong nhat (Thinnest): 2,9



79BD159

Trong lugng (Weight) (gr): 3.500 Kich thwdc (Dimension) (cm):

S6 lwong (Quantity): 1 Dai (Length): 36

Mau sic (Color): Xam nau (Brown gray) Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 15,3
Tinh trang (Status): Nguyén, bé mit bi phong hoa Rong déu nho (Width of small head): 14,7
(Intact, weathered surface) Day nhét (Thickest): 4,6

Mong nhat (Thinnest): 3,2
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79BD117-79BD160

Trong luwgng (Weight) (gr): 5.800

S6 lwong (Quantity): 2

Mau sic (Color): X4m xanh (Blue gray)

Tinh trang (Status): Bi gy doi (Bronken in half)
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Kich thwée (Dimension) (cm):

Dai (Length): 41

Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 18,3
Rong déu nho (Width of small head): 15,6
Day nhat (Thickest): 5,2

Mong nhat (Thinnest): 3,6



79BD119-79BD127

Trong luwgng (Weight) (gr): 2.450 Kich thwdc (Dimension) (cm):

S6 lwong (Quantity): 2 Dai (Length): 33

Mau siic (Color): Xam xanh (Blue gray) Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 13,9
Tinh trang (Status): Bi giy doi (Bronken in half) Rong dau nho (Width of small head): 12,9

Day nhat (Thickest): 3,3
Mong nhat (Thinnest): 2,5
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79BD120-79BD136

Trong luwgng (Weight) (gr): 2.050

S6 lwong (Quantity): 2

Mau sic (Color): X4m xanh (Blue gray)

Tinh trang (Status): Bi gy gilta (Bronken in middle)
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Kich thwée (Dimension) (cm):

Dai (Length): 40,5

Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 12,3
Rong déu nho (Width of small head): 10,7
Day nhat (Thickest): 3,2

Mong nhat (Thinnest): 2,7



79BD117-79BD160

Trong lugng (Weight) (gr): 2.750 Kich thwdc (Dimension) (cm):

S6 lwong (Quantity): 2 Dai (Length): 46

Mau siic (Color): Xam xanh (Blue gray) Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 11,6
Tinh trang (Status): Bi gy gitta (Bronken in middle) Rong dau nho (Width of small head): 9,4

Day nhat (Thickest): 3,3
Mong nhat (Thinnest): 2,6
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79BD146-79BD149

Trong luwgng (Weight) (gr): 2.850

S6 lwong (Quantity): 2

Mau séc (Color): Xam xanh (Blue gray)

Tinh trang (Status): Bi giy d6i, bé mat bi phong héa
(Bronken in half, weathered surface)
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Kich thwée (Dimension) (cm):
Dai (Length): 41

Rong (Width): 15

Day nhét (Thickest): 4,1

Mong nhat (Thinnest): 3



79BD113

Trong lugng (Weight) (gr): 690 Kich thwdc (Dimension) (cm):
S6 lwong (Quantity): 1 Dai (Length): 12
Mau siic (Color): Xam xanh (Blue gray) Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 14,7

Tinh trang (Status): Bi giy hai dau (Bronken two heads) Rong déu nho (Width of small head): 14,5
Day nhat (Thickest): 2,7
Mong nhat (Thinnest): 2,5
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79BD114

Trong luwgng (Weight) (gr): 1.550

S6 lwong (Quantity): 1

Mau sic (Color): X4m nau (Brown gray)

Tinh trang (Status): Bi gy mot dau (Bronken one head)
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Kich thwée (Dimension) (cm):

Dai (Length): 18,5

Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 13,1
Rong déu nho (Width of small head): 12,1
Day nhat (Thickest): 3,3

Mong nhat (Thinnest): 3,2



79BD115

Trong lugng (Weight) (gr): 690 Kich thwdc (Dimension) (cm):
S6 lwong (Quantity): 1 Dai (Length): 13,7
Mau siic (Color): Xam xanh (Blue gray) Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 10,6

Tinh trang (Status): Bi giy hai dau (Bronken two heads) Rong déu nho (Width of small head): 9,3
Day nhat (Thickest): 3
Mong nhat (Thinnest): 2,5
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79BD122

Trong luwgng (Weight) (gr): 900

S6 lwong (Quantity): 1

Mau sic (Color): X4m nau (Brown gray)

Tinh trang (Status): Bi giy hai dau (Bronken two heads)
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Kich thwée (Dimension) (cm):

Dai (Length): 8,9

Rong dau 16n (Width of large head): 16,6
Rong déu nho (Width of small head): 16
Day nhat (Thickest): 4,4

Mong nhat (Thinnest): 4,2



