


MOT ANH SAO DEM



HOANG VAN BON

MOT ANH
SAO PEM

_..a.:—-—:::.-w TS ™

t Ty - w‘x ;
Yol
G - Py 4

_;..'-&-:r-=l'—#--==-’

2018/8C/¥V 0001224

NHA XUAT BAN DONG NAI
— 1004 —



MOT ANH SAO DEM

Chuong mot

Con ngudi, k& cing la. Hau nhu cang di dén
cudr dudng 4i, lai cang day dudt, bsi hdi, thdn thic
nhé lai dén tha thiét nhing buéc chap ching dau
tian. Nam, théng qua di. DAu nam thédng day cam
go, udn khic, nhoc nhiin. Ty nam, thdng sé tudc bd
dan cam go, uAn khic, nhoc nhén. Chdo 4di va lia
dsi }a chd ndi lien ghap nhau mét diém cia cdi vong
trdon luén hdi, xody tron 8c. Mdt gia mdt tré gap
nhau ...

Méi vai ngay trudc, tdi cing anh Héng Son,
tidu doan trudng tidu doan 307, anh Nguyén Van
Tién, chinh trj viegn 307 cing doan can bd tham
muu, quin bdo, tdc chi€n cia tiéu doan vugt sdng
Bay Hap, di &feu nghien thuc dja tran Bay Héap sip
tdi cua tidu doan.

Tidu doan 307 dugc l2nh phai md nhidu trdn
dianh d€ hudng wng chién dich Dién Bien Phu ngoai
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Bic. Ca mien Nam dong loat dinh 16n d&€ chia lia
vdi mién Bic, vdi Dien Bién Pha. Phai doan ta do
ong Pham Vian Ddng din dau da sang Gioneo dé dy
héi nghi hda binh vé Padng Duong, da gip phdi doan
Trung Qu8c do Chu An Lai cam dau.

Tidu doan trudng Hong Son trum dau chiéc
khan 16ng mau ciyt ngua, mang sing ngin di canh
anh Nguyén Van Tién. Cid hai vira vach nrng say,
d€¢ bjt bung, vira doc tin tic vé miat trin Dién Bien
Phu do cdc bdo ngoai thanh dang cdng khai. Di canh,
téi chi thay lodng thodng nhing hang cha 16n chay
ngang kin td bdo.

~— Ching thua d&n noi rdi. — Anh Hoéng Son
bdi hdi bao anh Tién the.

— Bao chi Sai Gon dang cdng khai th& nay,
chic chéin ta s& thing — Anh Tién lau mb héi trén
khuén m#t cé nudc da den nhém, tudng t4 nhu ndng
dan U Minh, chi&c khan bd d6i vat vai.

Ching tdi cung ngdi lai quanhedc anh bén by
con kénh tdi khéng bi€t tén, nhung kh6éng dam hoi,
s¢ 10 bi mat quan sy. Toi dugc cung di didu nghién
miat tran [an nay 13 nhd anh Tién. Biét tdi ham viét
lach, anh bao :

— Cho céu 4y cung di, sau nay c6 thé viét
dugc cdi gi kifu nhu Béong hudng bdng cic. Ciing
nhu Tran Kim Tric, Ngo Huynh. Phai gi¥ cdc cdu
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8y ¢ Ban chinh tri, khdng cho tryc tiép cAm ma
td&u nhidu nhu nhing tran trudc. Khé kim nguvi
thay th& cac cau ay lAm .. Tran sdp t6i,. o5 thé
1A ... — Anh bd dd cau néi, lai ldy khan lau mat,
nga cf udng nudc trong chidc bidong nhdm.

Dén chigc bidong nuéc tit tay anh Tien, anh
Héng Son ti€ng khao khio, lo 16 giong pha Bic :

— Khé6 can dugc cidc ciu 8y qud. Trin ndo
cing ddi di bang duge. C6 ding th& khdng, ong
Bdn ?

Hinh nhu giong néi clia anh Héng Son o6 vé
bui ngui. Khdng hi€u vi sao ? Anh lau md hoi o
tubn ddm mat mai, quay sang anh Tien :

— Ching minh phai gip anh Nguyén Hiu Trf
cdm on bai hat “307”; phai gip anh Nguydn Bfmh
cdm on bai tho Anh Hoang Th& Thién c6 nhén béo
th&. Nhung cit dd4nh chic mai, chua lam duge.

Va anh thd dai, budng ty bdo lén 4ui :
— RBi th& n2o nhi, éng Tién nhi ?

— Anh bao sao ? — Anh Tién khdng hiéu,
hdi lai, nhin tdi-

— Ching sé& thua & Dién Bien Phi, chdc chin
thé. Rdi sao ?

MSi ngudi ngé mong ra cAnh ning say, d& mit
my, lugn séng theo titng con gié. Cai ndng run rdy
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trén ring c¥ lau, sy tring phau. Vai cinh o tring
giang cdnh lugn 13, tim chd dau trén nhdng nhanh
tram, canh ban ven con muong khdng ten.

Pém hdm sau, trung ddi trg chién ching tdi
dugc Ignh tap “ddn thd”.

Trung d46i chia lam hai tdp. M¢t t3p di trudc,
dao ham bi mat, ém quan, nguy trang dang hoang.
Tdp di sau kidm tra.

Trang sing nhu ban ngay. Canh dong lia trui,
dung, ldc, sdy, d€ bat ngan, hoa trong &nh trang.

Tdi, xa thid Rua, ti€u d4di trudng Nguyét di
kiém tra, tim cdc hdm ém quan bi mat cia anh em.

Loi bun, sinh, bang qua nhidu con muong sau,
dén bdn gi®¥ sdng, vin khdng “xoi” dugc mdt ham
hao.

Chgt phfa tru6é o6 tiéng chim te te hoanh
hoach kéu tdo téc

— C6 thang “don thé” chd 46 @6. — Rua kheu
vai téi, kéo Nguyet bang bang dén.

Ching ngd, 46 1a cac anh Héng Son va anh
Tién. C4c anh ciing dang tim ham bf mat cda anh
em tiac chién.

— DPuge d3y. Nhung; hay coi chung tiéng chim.
Minh da nhi2u [an thoat nguy cing nh¥ ti&€ng chim
kéu nhu thé.
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Pang néi, bdng anh Héng Son nhady trénh sang
bén. Dit dudi chan anh cuc cya. Mdt cai dau 16 Ién,
mdt ban tay chia lén :

— Cho diéu thudc, tidu doan trudng. Lanh qu4,
mudn cing rudt.

Ngdé Huynh nhe rang cudi, 1ot cdi r& co trum
dau.

Ca anh Tién va anh Héng Son chia tay loi
nhac si Ng6 Huynh tit ham bi mat l2n, 16p ngép :

— Khé lam. Thudng hai digu.

Nhac si Ngd Huynh cudi ha ha, bap thudc lién
tuc, dau di€u thu6c khong kip chdy, 16 ra mpt khic
nhia diu vien dan lvda.

— Thé& nao, sau trdn nay, 6 thém “Con kénh
xanh xanh” nao khéong ?

Ngd Huynh cudi; chi qua tdi :

— Sao anh khéng hodi ong BSn day, hay hdi
6ng Tran Kim Tric coi sau cdi “Bdong huong bdng
cic”, sau “cdi lu bd”, s&8 la cai gi ? N6i vui thdi,
cing kné lAm. Puge nhu dng Nguyén Hiu Tri, suéng
cha dui.

Liuc b4y gi#, trén cdnh déng hoang quanh ching
téi, bdng nhien nhé 1én hang chyc nam dat nguy
trang cin than. Nhu nhing chiéc nim khdng 6 dim
anh trang, ciac chi&n si trinh sdt, dai lien, quian bdo

- 9.



HOANG VAN BON

nghiéng qua ngd lai, ngda nhin 1én vanh trang. mt
cdch la ldm, mdi ciAt ti€ng cudi sang khodi. Dan
chim dém giat minh cat tieng kéu nhdo nhic, quat
cdnh lao xado trong anh trang.

— Khid lAm. — Tiéu doan trudng Héng Son
thich thd nhan xét, chia thuSc l4 cho tiung chién sf,
cdn bhd.

Anh Tién xem déng ho tay, bao nho :

— Pén giy kifm tra b) phan C33. Bén, Ngd
Huynh c6 di khong ? Trang dep qua. MAy khi duge
ngim trang théa thich th& nay. Vai dém nwa théi ...

— HRbi sau 46 thi saoc ? — Anh Héng Son bbdi
hoi, vAn cdl giong trua hém qua.

— C6 thé sé c6 lgnh ngung bidn 4ot ngdt 46,
anh Son. Téi nay, c6 1énh dy bdo trudc cia cac anh
Bp Tu lénh Phan liégn khu ...

Cé6 1& ngai tdi, Ngé Huynh doan biét duge, anh
Tién ngiung néi, ngda mit nhin vang tring lic bay
gio vira tt ddm may den hinh con giu chui ra.

Canh dong hoang chung quanh ldp lanh, ménh
mong. Gié thdi manh. CHim cim ndm, chim te te
hoanh hoach day d6 cit tigng kéu rén rén.

Ngdé Huynh nhai ti€ng chim te te hoanh hoach
bing cdi giong tram, bdng, khoan nhat cia mdt nhac
s :
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— 'e te, hoanh hoach. Giat do chéng tao, gilit
cho sach.Phoi bang sado, dung phoi bhng rao, réch
éo chongtao. Te te hoanh hoach ...

Bué chan bl bdm. Thusc 14 1ap lde. Doc ria
lang, béncdc con kénh éo 6c tiéng ga, dom dém
bdy chép himg titng chap theo tiéng ga goi binh
minh.

— .am nda chd, 6ng Bén van sf 2 — Y xa
thi Ruahdi téi c6 tham gia trAn d4nh “ddn ths”
sp t6i hong ?

D6 digu thuéc 14 trong tay Rua, tdi d4p nhd,
nhu sg +.h Tién vA anh Héng Son nghe thiy :

—ILam n@a chd. C6 thé 1a trdn cufi mua ...

Tit 4di trudng Nguydt éao to denh dang ngd
mong ny chiéc cAu tre chénh vénh nhu sgi day,
rung rir trong anh trang :

—Thang Rua thi cudi hay tigp nwa, -vin vdy
thdi. Ddh nhau th& nay, suéng nhit ]A cdi thing
Tran Va "Tryi, trén rang, dudi ...

X:thed Rua co chan mit mdét con dia no médu
duéi bi diii, quing ra xa :

—Cha ndi trung doi ph6é ¢ C3 tréen duéi gi
cing ti lwii, trong tran roi. Ac nhat 1A van sdng
nhin, wi khd.

~U, trui Wi cd trén, ca du6i, thi .. ch&t me

- 11 -



HOANG VAN BAN

né cdn suéng hon.

Nghe 16m dugc, nhac si Ngd Huynh nhe rang
cudi khi khi, chuyén chiéc ma tdu siéng quic sang
tay tréi :

— Néi nhu cic chu, dau cAn van ddng cdc chj
em Hi phy n? xung phong lay thuong binh. Dau
cAn cdc nha thd Nguyén Binh, Bao Djnh Giang séng
tdc cAc bai tho déng vién chji em xung phong ldy
chéng thuong binh ...

Ching tdi da Jan qua chidc ciu tre lit léo ndi
tiép d5n bdn nhjp, mdi nhip la hai cily tre gia. Bén
trén ching o6 tay vin gl cA. Yéu béng via mdt chut,
14 “ddn thdy” ngay. Lic mdi xuéng mién Tay — U
Minh, tdi rdt sg nhing chi®c cau trin tryi, Jat léo
th® nay. DAn mién Ddng “gian lao, anh ding” ching
tdi phdi ddnh theo phia dudi, [an qua, hojic nhidy um
xuéng dong kénh yp um boi kiéu ché boi.

Anh Hong Son qua truéc, dua tay toan dit téi
qua, anh Tién can lai :

— Dung. Kinh nghi¢m nhigu lim réi. Qua loai
ciu nay, hé nim tay ngudi khic mot cii, té ngay.

— The, the ... Rdi sau d6 thi sao ?

Dam hom 46, t3i bi t& that. Chi mot tran cudi
trong dem trang rit dep thdi. Ching hé han gi.
Chéng cb géi nao trdng thdy. Cac me gia quanh dsy
cing chua kip thdc d8 xuyt xoa, kéu con gii 18y
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quan 4o khd cho “anh may thay”. Cé khi, lai 1a mot
b quan 4o cia chinh cd con gii cia me. Mac nhing
by quin S0 ba ba dy vao, ngudi ndn nao, tran troc
thau dém, khéng loi 1@ n3o ta xiét. Lai bj nhing
chang trai nghich nggm nhu xa thdi Rua, tiéu 4pi
trudng trg chién Nguyét .. dang dém a tdm phu s
vao chyp lay chyp 48, hdon hit, coi minh nhu mt
cd nang nao diy.

Ding nhu du dodn clia anh Tién, anh Héng
Son, trdn dinh tau chién theo cich d¢n thd dy sip
tan, ¢6 lenh dinh chién.

Ching t8i 4di dAt nhay dung lén, huo sung,
thung dan dai lién, lyu dan la thét rum troi ..

Ca binh si phan ddng phia bén kia cing nhao
lén huo tay huo chan, bin chi thi2n hang loat tiéu
lien, keéu be be nhu héa dien. Nhidu t2n chay tron
duéi kénh lat dat trdi lén, 16p ngdp kéu ldn vé phia
ching tdi :

— S8ng lai réi, cac anh chj em gi. Vay la vot
me né vé vii vg con thdi. Hi hdon hu via. Cho chét
cha né c4i Dién Bién Phi ngodi xd Bic kia di.

Nhidu tén bj ta rugt na, chui tot vd cdc day
dang, nd bit c4 dudi kénh, gid méi ving viy, kéu
la ciu cdu ca b2n ta va b2n ching :

— Ciu em vdi c¢dc anh di. Mic ket réi. Nudc
én ...
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Chién si bén ta cuti khodi trd, hoi Idn :

— B6 1a ra4i sao chui vd dé kim cd 14t bung
vay ?

— Dau ? Tai cdc anh d4nh gidi troi than.
Khong don thdy, mA&t gdo rdi con gi ? Cac anh d6n
thd, tui em d6n thiy. Hue.

Ching chip hai tay x4 x4 cdc cd gdi, cac ba
mé4 kéo ra lo ti®p thuong, tiép t2, nhd cdu sbng.
Céc mé ciing cudi ngit :

— Cuu tuyi bay fAn nay thdi nghe. Cdm on cy

Ho di. Mot [an cho tdn t8i gia. DPung di nudc min
ma ha &n chan.

... Sau 46 vai ngay, duge tin anh Héng Son
bi thuong rdt nang. Mdt vién dan xuydn qua cit
séng lung. Anh phai nim bat ddng mét chd.

Rb6i bd ph4n tang cudng phdi hgp chién djch
bién Bién Phi ching tdi dugc lénh tré ve Phong
chinh tri Phan Lién khu mién Tay, nhin cong téc
khiac. Chua bi&t cong tdac gi ?

Ching tdi lai vui ming gip lai cac ban, gido
vien Truong tiéu hoc binh si than thiét nhieu nam,
vui mung vi con séng, bui ngui vi nhitu nguti khong
trd vé, vi nhitng ngay sip phai chia tay nhau.

Toi gap lai cac cau Phuong, Chudng An, y si
Luat, V6 Hai Giang, Ngd Minh Hué em ruft B
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trudng canh néng Ngé Tan Nhon, c4c anh Hd Vin
Thoan hiéu trudng trudng, anh Hoang Vi, gido vy,
anh Minh Tam ...

Pém xuéng, bén dong kénh 9 nudc 40 ngau,
ching t8i quay quAn udng trd quau, niu che bl db
v8i nubc c6t dua. Cdc em Digp Minh Tuyen, Lam
Ky Dat, Tam nho, TAm Idn hda vao tré em hang
x6m nhay mda bai “Yéu hda binh T& quéc ching
ta” trong tiéng dan ghi ta xap xinh, ti€ng gé nhijp
mudng vao xoong, chao ..

Céc bd mé lau nuéc mit. Céc cd gdi nép sau
cdnh cla nghen nglo. Cdc anh s& ra di, bi¢t ngay
nao trd lai ? MAy nAm trdi sdng chét c6 nhau chia
ngot xé bui, téi lia tit den ... déu bén nhau. Dém
nao, cdc mé, céc cd gin Trudng cing kéu réo anh
em ching tdi :

— Vat con heo dai tui bay. Tdi an nghen.
Khong t8i, dung c6 hen ho sau ndly them mét. An
heét, roi o6 di dau thi di. Budn thui rudt, tui bay
di ..

Mot chiéc dém trai rOng gida nha. Thic &n
bay la ligt. Ching tdi ngdi x&p bang chung quanh.
Khong sao cAm dia duge. Trén ban tht 6ng ba, buc
anh cu Hd uy nghigm nhin xudng. Ma Hai d6t nhang
chip. hai tay thanh kinh cdi lay cy Ho, nudc mit
rong rong trén khuén mat nhan nheo :
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— Dan rAy U Minh tui con xin kinh lay Cy,
cAu Troi Phat phd hd Cy s6ng lau mudn tubi, cam
dudc sing chi dutng cho tui con. Mai mdt day, tui
con xin kinh gdi Cy biy con bd ddi cua tui con ra
3 vdi Cy, nhy Cy day d8 nén ngudi, d& trd vé véi
tyi con. Ngiy mai thoi, con xin kinh ruéc Cy vd
rly U Minh & tam v6i tui con trong hai nam. Téi
ngay ca nudc tdng tuyn ci thianh cdng, tyi con lai
xin rudc Cy trd vé xém, vé con kénh nudc 46 nay ...
Hém qua, &i chg, con nghe thién ha xi xao ring céi
bon giic hung nd 8y di nhan ring cudi cgt, nhdy
muia suSt ngay, chufin bj tip quan ving nay roi,
Cy oi ... Cdi tui &n thjt ngusi & ma kéo t6i day,
lam sao sdng dugc ha Cy ?

M4 khéc rong, cidi lay Cu Hd ba lay. Ddi vai
mé& nhé cao, run ban bat. Ba cAdy nhang trong tay
ma run bdn, quo qua quo lai.

Tiéng thit thit trong cia budng. Cd gdi Gt cha
ma khong chju duge, chay ra giat ba cdy nhang
trong tay me, chdp truéc mat, cii lay Cy He.

Ching tdi ding day, miat ai cing 45 hoe. Sy
that 14 nhu ma d4a nghe ngoai chg. Du ¢b gifu giém
th& nao, bd ocon cing biét : Ching tdi s& ra di.
Ching s& kéo d&n trong hai nam. Néu biét duge nhu
sau nay mdi biét : Khdng phai hai nam, ma 1 hai
mudi nam long troi 16 d44t, mdu lia ngap troi, thi
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cdi dem &y, dau khé& biét dudng nio.

Nhing dém sau, tinh hinh cing cang thing,
rdi rdm nhy to vd. Mdt ngay, c6 hang chuc lenh
hdéa tdc tit trén dua xuéng. Ai § lai nim vung, tiép
tuc cudc chién dau trong hai nAm. Ai s ra di. Tap
két ra Bic xa xdi ?- Mién Bic la & dau, ngudi, dat
the¢ nio ? Ching téi khong h2 quen bigt ... H6m
nay, ngudi nay dugc mat lgnh & lai, lo thu x& dd
dac, bdn giao sing dan, tai lidu, gia td anh em.
Béng lai o6 lgnh : Phai xudng thu t4dp két. Vi sao
khoéng ai kip hoi : Vi sao g lai, vl sao ra di ? Hoéi
hop méit. Ngong ngéng. Rujt gan néng nhu lia d6t.
bém v, di nghe ti¥ng sing n6 xa xa. D6 ra by
kénh, chay tdi chay lui, gip ai ciing héi : Sing gi
ddy ? C6 phai ching da ti&p quén noi d6 khoéng ?

GAn séng, chi Tam Din, v¢ anhh Tam Déan
gidng vien cia Trudng d&n lay ching tdi day. ChAng
néi chang ring, anh dan tdi v Pham Tién men theo
bd kénh 9 ra dau vam, queo vd nha anh.

Mét mam com don gian gida nha. Chj Tam
Dan mit 46 hoe, bio chdu Vigy g8 /8C/ VY

— Kéu ba may vd di, con. Hai chi ngdi xudng
di. — Chj lai lau nuéc mit — Chuyén né phai vay,
ching ai mudn. Théi, chia tay. Sdng mai, chj ve
thanh sém. Anh Tam Dan v6i chdu Viét ra Bic.

Anh Tam Dan cao 16n, vam v3, he he gia tao,
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ngdi xép xubng dat :

— Khéng dam kéu ai. Chi hai chd thoi. Méi
duge Iénh hoi chiéu ... Chi Ngdo Minh Hug cing vay.
Thim 4y dang khéc léc, budn quia. Ngay vui ma ..

M6t con ngudi titng trai, o6 tudi, thudng ngay
héch hac, ung dung nhir anh Tam Dén ma run giong,
ma lau nudc mat thi, cai phit chia tay nay dau dén
bi&t chitng nao. Danh rang xa ciach. Ké ra &i du sao
cing yén mét bé. Con ngudi & lai, sdng dudi ché do
nao ? C4ai ch& 49 4y, can gi phai dgi né dén madi
biét ? Da biét tong tong tong rudt gan né ti tdém
mudi nam nd 18, 43 di gudc trong bung né ti chin
nan1 qua roi !

Tdi va Tién phy thu x&p d6 dac cho chj Tam
Dan 42 chi kip ra thanh vao sdng sém mai. Tdi va
Tién thinh thoang li€&c nhin nhau: Khdng néi duge
li nao. C6 thé ching tai cung thdu hiéu : Gidy phit
th& nay, may m#n sao, hai ching tdi chua c6 ngudi
ydu, chua vg con dum d&. Nhu vg chéng anh Tam
Dan, anh Minh Tam, anh Ngd Minh Hu2. Nhung,
sy that la ching 46i khéng th€ néi manh miéng
duge. Chi nhic lai nhing khidu hig¢u trén dua xudng :
Di vinh quang, 6 cing vinh quang. Nghiém chinh
thye hign dieu 14C Hiep dinh Gidneo .. |

Ga gay canh tu, t8i va Tién lii thdi men theo
bs kénh trd vé& truong. Ngang qua ngdi nha 14 ¢p
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¢p cua vy chéng anh Ngd Minh Hue, hai dda ding
lai, im Ing nhin rdy khoai sin, rdy bi d6 ménh
mdng dvdi anh trang, ldng nghe tiéng con muong
nudc td ring sdu réc rach 43 ra kénh ...

Khong dwa n3o ddm bdo : Ghé nha anh chij
Ngd Minh Hu 42 tir gia chj dy. Ngay mai, anh Ngd
Minh Hué¢ phai chéo xudng dua chj dy vé thanh,
nhu chj Tam D&n. Ba nam sdng d day, hai ching
t6i coi hai chj ay nhu chj ruft, khong can y tu, giv
gin gi cA. Th& ma dém gia higt hai chj, hai ching
t6i danh cin rang trdn. CS th& fan nay 1> phai xa
nhau mai mdi. Hai nAim v ? Liam sao ma hi&t chic
chén dugc kia chyu ?

Di 1a di. Th& thai. Nhunz bdo tin hai nam sé
vé, it ngudi tin l&dm.

Ngoai vam sdng Trem, xudng ghe nudm nugp,
ngugc xudi. Kéu hoi { 4i. Ké d6n ngudi than ngoai
thanh vao thdm va chia tay. Ngusi dua ngusi than
t¥ chién khu ra thanh, géi gini mot ai d6 trong hai
ndm nda, sé v& tim lai. Nhiéu cap vg chéng mdi
cuéi vai hdm phai cdp t8c chia tay. Nhitu cap mdi
yéu nhau, quyét tam cudi giap dé chia tay. Hai nim
ra di, vd hai nim ¢ lai v6i li ching, biét chuyén
gl s& xay ra.

Trong ngdi nha 14 cia vg chdng anh Ngd Minh
Hug, nghe ving ra ti&ng thit thit cda chj ay.



HOANG VAN BON

Trong khéng khi to vd gida di va ¢ 8y, tdi va
Tién khong tai nio ini ling duge n?a. Mubn sang
Rach Chét tim tham Cdng, xem Cdng thudc dign di
hay  ? Né&u di, chan ciAng nhu thé& di bing cach
nao ? Néu &, s& v@ dau? Ve lai mién Ddng, hay &
ludn dudi ndy ? Loay hoay maii, cuing khéng sao di
dugc. Tdi danh bao Tién :

— C6 cdch nao gdi tho vé nha tui minh khéng ?
Kidu nidly, phdi hang thdng n#a, tyi minh méi xudng
tau. Chic chin b&n tau tap k&t cdia tyi minh sd &
Chéc Bang ving nay thdi.

— Tai sao may bidt ? Tién thodng vui, nhung
hoi vAn toi.

— Trén o6 thim dd tao viéc tam cdng téc
trong Ban chuyén quin tap k& irudc khi xubng
tau ... Bi méat nhé.

— May bo tao &4 ? — Tién tron mit.

— Khong. Tao dau, may d46. Tao 43 ngd y véi
cip trén. Chin nam qua, chi o6 tao vdi may bén
nhau ...

Tién wvui hén, bdo nhd :

— Viét tho di. C6 ngusi v@ chg Bién Hbda.
Ngay mai, ngudi d6 &i. Tao bao ngudi quen cia tao
duva tho may cho chj Sdu may. Hen tim tyi minh &
ben tau Chic Bang ...
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The 1a ching tdi viét ngay thu gdi vé Bién
Hoa cho gia dinh Tign va chj Sau tai.

Chi2u hdm sau, ¢6 l¢nh didu dong tdi vd Tién
nhan odng t4c tai Ban ti€p dén tu binh &6 Cén Deéo,
Phi Quéc ve.

Puge cip mot chide ghe tam ban hai cheo. Hai
dda kh&n gbi, ba 10 .., ngdm pgui chia tay Ngo
Minh Hug, anh Tam Dan, V6 Hai Giang, Phuong ...
Hen gip lai nhau tai mien Bic.

Pém ngay, tdi v Tién ch®o rong ra doc sdng
Trem suong mi giang phd, hoi nuéc néng &m, xudng
ghe tdp nép.

Hai ngdy d2m sau, chung tdi dén Rach Dua
tdn cuing mdi CA Mau am u, sdng nuéc ménh méng.

Cung vai ngudi nda, ching tdi bit tay vao
trang tri dja diém dén nhan td binh, cin bd, nhin
dan bj ching giam git ¢ Phi Quéc vita dugc trao
tra.

D6 la [An dau tién tdi lam quen vdi con chim
hoa binh néi ti®ng cia danh hoa Picitsd. Tién va
ba ngusi’ nda lo trang tri, chudn bj nha cfa dén
tidp. Tdi lao vao vé& khdu hiéu, trinh bay nhidu dja
d¢iem mdt hic. Pém n3o cing thuic tring.

Dudi kénh, sdng, lic nao cing dong nghet
thuyén ghe, tdu bé t& cia bién 46 vao. Canh gip
nhau gida ngudi bj giam ham lau ngay va ngudi dén
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tidp trong khong khi ty do, than di vd cung cam
dong, khong gidy mwyc nao ta xi€t. Nhidu ngudi bj
danh dap, biét giam dén tan ph&, nay phai khiéng,
cong ... Nudc méat uét dam mat mai. Khéc thét len
vi vui ming. Thuyén chua kip cip bén, da nhay ao
xudng, 16p ngép, gio ta :“Déng chi. Déng chi ai ...”.

M6t dém, tdi duge gap lai thay giao Vang,
nguy2n la Chd tich Uy ban khdng chién hanh chinh
huyén Tan Uyén lic téi lam Trudng ban gido duc
huyén. Thiy nhao xu6ng thuyen, vdi v3i ve phia tdi,
chi thidy c6 hai ham rang tring léa va khudn mit
den sam, géc canh.

Tai lat dat.ra cheo, thd tay kéo thay l1én thuyén.
Thay dm cham ldy tdi, tiéng khéc khdong thanh tigng
cia thay c@ yp um trong cd.

Vai ngudi nia cung chuyén trao tra vdi thay
cing nhao xudng ddong sdng, bdm be ghe tdi, trdo
lén. Duong nhu khdng lam ngay thé&, cé thé thuyen
cia ho bat ng¥ bi ké dich 1di tro ra dao Phi Quédc
vay .. Nudc tran day ghe. Ghe bi chim nghim. Thay
Vang va cdc ban td cla thiy vAn bam liy tdi va
chiéc ghe cia tdi ...

bém hém d6, trong cdi lan dai don so chiing
téi vira lam ben dong sdng Rau Diua heo hit, cic
ban ti cda thay Vang va ching tdi quay quan bén
dong lia cay tram lut, un mudi, k& chuyen dui,
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chuyén trong tu, t§i 4c clia giac d trai giam Phua
Qudc.

Doc bd séng, chd hao cing ¢ nhing ddng laa
“ké chuy2n” nhu thé.

Dong bao Rach Dira kéo dén ddng nghet dong
song, bing thuyén tam ban, thuyén ba l4&. Ghe n2o
cing chd khim trai ciy, théc an, quan 4o ...

Cac ban td & mién U Minh chay di hoi tham
ngudi quen, tinh hinh nhdng ngay nay & qué minh,
néng long chay bung vé ngay vdi cha me, vg, con,
lang xém. Chuyén thl it; ma nuéc mit thi nhidu.

Nhidu ba me ci r¥ mat mai, d6i vai gay gio
xuong cda cdc anh tl, khéc rung nic; nguy2n ria
tdi 4c ké thu ... Toi nhat 1a cdc anh td qué & mién
Dong Nam BO xa xdi nhu thay gido Vang. Lam g
¢6. ngudi quen G tan cung T8 Qudc thé nay 48 sudi
&m nhing ngay via x3 [dng ? Hinh nhu, chi 6 tai
va Pham Ti&n théi. Cing c6, nhung ho dang cong
tdc & cdc bd phan khi4c.

Pham Tién chay di kim c4 16c, rau dua, bong
sing, midm dong 1am mdt bia com @& he, dai thay
vd cdc ban ti cuia thay. Nhin thay va cdc ban tu
cua thdy vira &n vita lav nuéc mét, chiing sao kém
duge nuéc mit. C6 ngudi vidn cdi lom khom, nua
ngdi nita qui khi an cdm. Liy lam la, Tidn hoi, thay
Vang buén ba dap :
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— Bj ching biét giam l4u qué, quen véy
d6 ... Trai bigt giam & Phi Qudc nim gida trdi, phia
Nam dao. Mdi ngudi khdng day hai mét vudng, cao
bay, tdm muoi. phan. Chung quanh, dudi mat dit,
trén dau, deu day thép gai. Nam kh6ng dugc. Ngdi
khong dugc. Pung khong duge. C& nam, phai lom
khom nhu vy, mic cho mua, ning ..

C6 nhidu ngudi dau luén ngoeo sang mot bén,
miéng méo giat lien tuc, tay, chidn queo quat. Giy
du’{ic ty do roi, van khoéng sao ban quan do cho quen
duge.

Thay Vang odn ké nhiéu nia. Nhung, ¢6 nhiéu
ban cia thay ty nhién nhay tung lén, co giat, la 18i
nhu dang bj tra tén.

Thay im lang, buéng dda, lau nuéc mit.

Pham Tién chay l2n Ban chi huy Tiép dén,
héi tham céch |am gidy t&¥ cho thiy trd vd qué.

Ga gdy canh tu khdp kénh, rach.

Nhin thay goi dau 18n khic cay ngi i, ching
t6i ban kho&n qué. Phai v@ tadn mién Dong ching
t6i bang con dudng hgp phép thdi. Ra chg Ca Mau
di xe do v&@ Can Tho, Sai Gon. Tu Sai Gon vé Bién
Hoa qué ching toi va thay Vang. Ligu gap ching
nhidu ngay nhu th&, thay cé chiu dyng dugc khong
? Ligu ching c6 lam khé dé gikhdng ? Mat thém,
cdc sic linh cia ching dao nay day dac thanh phd.
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Nhdn mhéo. Tring, den ldn 16n.

PDang ngi say, thay vang ddy, kéu thét, chay
doc by sdng tdi den. Chiing tdi phai chay theo gid
thay lai. Néi lta ho &m cho thay. Thay quan 40 méi
kiem duge cho thay.

Tinh lai, thay hoi ching tdi du thd chuyén,
nhdt 13 chuydn ve cdc ban cia thay, vé vg, con, lang
xém

Téi va Tién lan lugt k& chuygn cdi Trudng
Tiéu hoc khéng chién huyén Tan Uyén & chién khu
Ong Déng — Binh Chénh, gin co quan huyén Tén
Uyén cia thdy  Chuyén céc hge trd Trudng ti€u
hoc khéng chign do tdi lam Hiéu truong, cé cdc trd
vén 11 i xAy 16 ¢6 1am lien lac cia co quan Uy
ban khdng chién hanh chdnh huy¢n Tan Uyén, nhu
Nam Binh, -Truong Dinh Cat, Ngoc den,Tran, Bau,
Tho Chuyén cdc em Binh va Céat, Ngoc vi d6i,
them thijt qué nén ép cho con ngya cia Chu tjch
dy ban khdng chién hanh chinh huyén 1& thay lot
xudng hd, qué chén, 48 xé thjt. Chuyén céc con cia
thay nhu trd Tong  vAn cdn theo hoc trudng 4y
dén ngay hda binh Gioneo Mai mdt, v@ tdi trén
d6, chic chin thay s& dugc doan ty véi gia dinh,
cdc con nhu trd Tong  Chuygn anh chj em b§ ddi,
cdn b mién Déng Nam Bp phai cdp t6c thu x&p,
chon giflu vi khi, hanh quan xudng Ba Rja, Ving
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L |

Tau ... kip xuéng tau t4p k&t ra Béc theo qui djnh
cia Hiép dinh Gioneo ...

Thay hoi rét nhitu v& cdc anh, cdc chd cung
cd quan cd véi thay nhu : Phé chu tich huyén L2
Van Then rit nghjch ngam, lic ndo cing cél cudl
nia miéng. Nhu @ng L& Cong Hodnh, chdnh van
phdong, vén thu ky Nha glay thép gié & Sal Gon
trude niim 1045, cing v¢g vA cdc con theo khéng
chitn, ny ban khing chitn hanh chdnh huybn di
dau, gin dlnh 6ng thoo d&n d6. Nhu anh Mal Son
Vigt, Phé chd tich huydn, anh Too, ny vién ny ban,
anh Nguyln Huynh Ludng d Néng dan huyen, (Sau
niim 1076, lam Bf thu tinh Séng Bé, 14y tén la. Sdu
Phat), nhy anh Khi¢ém & Thanh Nién,Van phong
Huy¢n Gy Tan Uyen, sau nam 1975, lam B( thu tinh
Pong Nal.

Nghe k€ d8n dAu, thay bui ngldi lau nudc mit
dén d6. Nghe k& v2 anh Tam Huynh Van Nghs,
thay hdo hidc muén hoi them r&t nhfdu vé anh Huynh
Vin Nghe. Qud cla thay vA anh Tém Ngh$ vén lA
hai{ lang k& =&n, cing chién khu D, t¥ nhdng ngay
dau cudc khéng chi€n hal ngudi vén rat gin bé vdi
nhau. Nghe tin anh Tdm Nghé vAn manh khoe, lam
Bn ngon lanh, thay rdt miung, bdo :

— Xt Pong Nai minh, cdn dugc anh Tém
Nghe, con Jam a&n kh&m khd. Chgt thay ngin ngudi,

.26 -



MOT ANH SAO DEM

i it —

hoi tdi — Neé, anh Tam Nghé o6 di thp k&t cung
anh em b ddi, can by khdng ?

Khang hiéu sao, thay Vang rdt lo léng ve
chuyén &y That sy la lic ay, tdi va Pham Tién
khdng hi€u dugc sy lo ling cia thay.

Khi hoi tham tin tic cdc anh Hai Huynh Vah
Dinh, b{ thu huyén dy Tan Uyén, anh L2 Huyén,
Phé Bf thu huygn Uy, mit thay nhu md l¢. Biét bao
ky niém gida thay va cdc anh 4y. Nghe tdi néi tin
anh L& Huy2n da hy sinh, thay khéc. Nudc mit gia
bigt cia mdt dng gia vira thoat khoi tu day khéc
mdt ngudi dong chf hy sinh & mat tran, dau d6n
xi&t bao.

Hai ngay sau, khi cAm t3 gidy cia Ban Tiép
dén do tbi trao, thay bdng da khéc. Vi giy phiit chia
tay. Vi nhidu nbi truan chuygn cia cudc 4vi. V1 con
dudng cdng khai tit day vé dén ai dja dau cia Nam
Bd .. Chidc chén la thay phai & lai mién Nam bi
mét dau tranh, tdi vh Pham Tién sé ra di tap két,
thay lau nuéc midt, run giong :

— Thei, di hay d ... cing gian kh§ nhu nhau
thoi. Bigt nol th& nao ? Va trén 46, néu gap duge
ngudi thAn cua hai chu, t6i s3 thuat lai mei chuyén
¢ day, nhing ngdy nay .. Hal nam-Thay kéu 1&n
dau dén trong cf hong, t&1 tudng tiéng kéu cia con
chim sfp dAm 4&Au xudng vye thimm — Hal nam ...
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Tdi biét, hai tigng “Khé tin” dit dang tan mai
thay, nhung khéng bat thanh i dugc. Bdi, nhigu &
ldm. (Chi hai chyc nam sau, nhing ngudi. odn sdng
s6t hdm nay, hdoi nhd lai gidy phit chia tay ke &
ngudi di ldc nay, méi hidu dugc hai tiéng “Hai nam”.
Hai nam, lic dy da trd thanh hei muoi nam ding
cay, mAt mdt, mudn van gian khS, tréi long dit
Ig ..).
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Chuong hai

Chgt nh6 ving nay rdt gan khu cin cd cua
cd quan Nam Bd d6ng, mdt hdm, tdi bao Pham
Tién :

— Tién n2, méy ngAdy nay hudn hudn, khdng
c6 dgt trao trda méi, hay hai dita minh di tim Hpi
Van Ngh¢ Nam Bd® cta anh Luu Qui Ky coi céi
quyén tidu thuy&t V3 DAt clia tao 43 in chua ? Tao
néng ruft qud. Con cudn tiéu thuy&t Béng hudng
béng cic nda. Nghe anh hea si Huynh Vin GAm
néi dang sdp chi cudn Bdng hudng bbng cic may
tuan nay, néng rudt qua ...

Pham Tign v6n hién tinh, cudi he he :

— Di thi di. Néu gin, tim ludn Dam Cung
chd & cua chi Biu vg anh Ngo Minh Hu@ coi ra sao
ha ?

— U.
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— Nhung, tno m@t 1dm. May cheo nghe.

— Duge. Xubi gis, may cheo, tao nghi. Nguge
gié, tao chéo. May chat cho tao hai thu diua lam
budm sén d6. C6 gi6, hai tau dita bing hai dda cheo.
Khoe re.

The la sudt hai ngay hai dém, tdi va Pham
Tién lenh dénh trén cdc dong kénh thing tép, céc
dong sdng ménh mong, lic nac cing nghe séng bién
rl ‘am dau 46 riAt gan, rdt xa. Xd@ nay, & dau, lic
nao, xa bién hay gan bién, cling nghe ri rAm ti&ng
s6ng bién. La that. Hinh nhu mat d&t thip hon mit
bién vay.

Ban dém, trén cdc dong kénh d&io thing tap,
tran ngap dnh trang, thuyén, tau tdp nép. Tiéng
mdy nd. Tiéng ngudi { 6i, tim ngudi quen luu lac
nhitu nam vi khéng chién, vi Tay triét ha lang xéml.
Tim gap ai 46, kdu khéc, k& ]& tham thi€t. Hen hd
ngay gap lai. VAn 1a ké di, ngusi 4. Lic ndo, chd
nao, cling gap cng nghe hai tidng &y, canh ngd ay
“Hai nam thdi mA”. Nhidu cd gii, ba me tr Sai Gon
theo dudng cdng khai tim xubng, khéng gap ai, hokic
ngudi than @3 ngd xubng, khéc nght trén thuyén.
Mac cho con thuyén nghidng ngi, quay nguge, quay
xudi, nuéc rong trdl xubng, nubc 16n trdi 18n ... Khi
tinh lad, chi mét tr day nuéc va dnh trang nhd
nh¥ suong mid. Quo tay, qud chdn chd nao, cdng chi
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cd nudc

Gi6 théi manh theo huéng & tim, hai chi€c
tAu dia quAt phanh phach. Con thuyén uén minh
vot manh khi&n té61 vd Ti&n chodng thue, dyi mét,
bang hoang

~— DAy lA dAu ? — Tién hél

— D6 tinh tdo chdt col. Tao cdng ngd vil nhu
mhy. Col chirng, ghe lai quay vd chd ra di, ch&t me.
Nhin ngé mot ldc, chi thAdy hal bén bd.sdng

toan ring dudc ring mém b thy, ngen dia nuée
chin lon trd nhyu ring guom.

Nghe tiéng déng, cd tréng nhday bin l&n, 18p
Jdnh trong énh tring. Vil con cd tréng c&t bay, ué
odf quat 481 cdnh ngal nglé chAp chéi ngon bAn um
tum, l4p ldnh t¥ng dgt 4nh sdng dom 4ém chép, tht
dong loat ddu dan. Canh ring duéc hing hién trong
chée l4t, lal chim nd-n'm trong béng dém. Tén cing
a4t nuée. Chol vol. Ban tal, séng bién 1 am, | 4m
xa x0{, gAn chn.

Tién tht thao :

— Hinh nhu lgt qua Thdi Lan hay Cao Mién
gl o .. — Tién, nhin t&i, that vong, lo léng.

— Ghe nay, lam gi vugt qua vinh Théi Lan
dugc ? Binh tinh col

Chgt o6 tidng ghe, chéo, ddm &0 a0 t¥ gita
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khu ring duéc hién ra. Tién cang lo lang. Nhnig
t8i lai mimg. Duong d4i ¢ miéng minh. Ong ba 1a
da néi vay.

Thay thuyén ching t6i lenh denh, bén thuyen
la cing nghi ngo, ra cheo lai. Lat lau sau, méi o6
ngudi cit tiéng hoi qua

— Ai 46 ? Di d4u vb day vao git nay ?

To6i thoAng mung. Nghe giong néi va cdch hoi,
khéng phdi méat tham, Viét gian. T6i e deé cit tigng
hoi lai :

— Anh oi .. Pay 1a dau ? Tui tdi muon di
tim ¢ quan Xuét ban Dan chu méi, Hdi Van nghd
Nam B$ ...

Im lang Jat lau, mdéi nghe nguti bén kia dap
lai :

— Tim ho lam gi ? C6 gidy ty gi khéng ?

— Da, tyi tdi di tim 4€ héi tham cudn sédch
duge giai thudng cia tyi tdi da in chua. sao khong
thdy ?

C6 nhitu ti€ng thi tham trao 48i bén kia. Lat
sau, ¢ ti®ng chi. dudng :

~— Anh ci chéo ghe theo con sbng nay, cung
huéng dang di, tdi mdt ngd ba sdng, queo trai, lui
vé ring duéc, gap mdt nga ba sdng nada, queo phai,
thdy nam cay coc day ....
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Sot ruét quéd, Tign.vyt hoi :
— Cé xa 1Am khéng anh ?

— N&u cheo hai cheo, thuan gi6 nhu vay, dp
mot ting théi. Ma le le nghen. Ho dang théo ldp
mdy méc gi d6, chudn bj ma.

— Chu#in bj gl ha anh ?

— Hoi lam gi ma hoi di vAay cha ndi ? Mat
tham hay Vigt gian ma ham héi dd@ vay ? Di. tdp
k&t chd di dau ? Trén trdi méi rdt xudng ha ? Hay
du6i am phd mgi chui len ?

Vay la chia tay. X&n tay 40 vung chéo. Pang
truéc mdi, Pham Tién cau nhau mdt lic, cing danh
phai muia ddm. Bift lam sao bay git. Dau c6 con
dudng théi lui ? La nudc, Ia cai. Tan cung dit nuéc
roi. May ma gap duge chiéc ghe 46. Néu khdng, that
ching khéc trén trdi hay dudi &m phd. Hoi ai ?

Vanh tiang khuya 4a chui tpt vao nhing tang
may sa thip, sing nudc. Khu ring dude téi thim,
mijt md. GAp mdt ddm ring cAy ban cd thu si—thdp
méat nude nhi quang 4nh sdng dom dém, mdi biét
thuyén minh van dang di, dong sdng, con thuyén va
cA hai ching tbi ]a sy that. Cd o6 cam gidc cang
di siu vao khu rung, dudc gia cbi, ddm cang khuya,
con thuyen cua chung thi chng chui sau phia dudi
mat bicn dang 1 Am diau day. Goi la sdng, nhung so
v8i khu riung dudc dai ngan, né nho hep 1dm, hun
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hut dudi thn cAy dudc um tdm, cAy ban chdp chéi
dén ma troi cia dom d46m bdy. Médi chdo khudy nudc,
Anh lan tinh xanh 12, rao ryc. Nuéc man rdi. Sdp
t3i bién Ci Mau. NGi. tn cing d&t nuéc rdi. Tdi
kéu tham th€. Khéong sao vit b duge khoi tdm
tudng cdi &n tugng “Tén cung”, “Tan thé”. Khong
mdét mdi nha. Khdong modt béng ngudi. Khong mét
tiéng chim. Choi voi. Lo ling. Cang ngay cang di
xudng phia dudi mt bién.

Tign b3 dim, [6m cém bd lan lai phfa t4i, im
lang, hoi hép.

M6t con cd gl 46 lao vdng cau lén, quiy cya
mdt thodng, roi ding ngyc Tién. Ti€n hy mdt tiéng,
ngd dya vao opt cheo, qud tay nfu chan 1éi.

— Céi g vay Tién ?

— Chim sa cd lyy. Trd lai di.

Téi im lang, cAn rang &n manh. hai tay cheo.
Nué; bAn ca vdo thuy2n. Cét lam cdi gl 46 gay én
tugng day la sy that, la hai ching téi dang cheo
ghe that, dang di tim Nha xuét ban théat

— Ngi ba sdng roi kia ? — Tién run giong
— Queo trai di.

— U, queo trdi. Quec trdi, queo phai. Muén
queo dau thi queo.

— May laBmnham gl ky cuc vdy ? Tinh lai di.
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Tol cAt tiéng cudl, tudng s& lam cho Tisn va
t8i tinh lai. Ching ng¥, cang cud to, khu ritng &m
u, tin cing, mat nué¢ bdnh 1&n, cang khi€n ching
t4i lo sg. Bén chung quanh, tit cdnh rung dudc tham
u ddi lai tieng cudi cia toi. Tieng cudi luét rén rang
trén mat nude, ddi nguge lai vAd rugt dudi hai ching
toi.,

Chgt, m6t con rin rit dai, rat 16n tu trén
ngon cdy dudc gia nua phéng xudng, lu6t qua dau
Tién, ddnh deo qua canh cay dudc gia bén kia ddng
sdng nho.

— Hy .. Cai gl vay ? — Tién la lon.

— Rin. Rin I6n PBin. N6 deo ma canh cay
dubc on xubng sat mat nude kia.

— Coi chiung, rdn h6 ngya. Rén hé ngya ving
nay ¢6 mong & dau, cit cao lung chitng ngon cay,
di nhu gi6 ... Ong Ba Hai cta c8 Ba Thdi ké, may
khéng nhd &: ?

— Nhé. Nhin kia. N6 dang di ...

Qua that, dudi 4nh tring vira hign khdi ting
méy den, con rin loang loing, cAt cao diu, ludt &@o
30 qua cdc ngon cy dube gid ... Rbi khong thay con
rén dau nda. Chi cdn thdy cdec ngon ciy noi né di
oiin xudng, quin quai nhu cé con gidng 16n dang di
qua. Ao #o. La dudc rung bay sa xubng miat nudc
ddm dnh trang cudi dem.
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Toéi bang hodng, ngiung tay cheo ngdi thyp
xudng lai thuydn, qud tay niu canh dudc gix cho
thuyén ding im trong béng toi.

Lic 8y, tdi mdi sg chi quanganH séng lan tinh
cia dom dém bay ma trudc d6 tdi rdt thich ngim.
nhin trong d&¢m. Céi quang énh sdng dep d& nay c.a
thd giip con rén thdn trong thdy ching tbi mﬁt
Té6i thi thAm cung Tién :

— Im lang. Né biét dugc chét réo.

Ti®n hy hy trong cf, bdm chit vac o8 chan
t0i.

Vai phit nghet tho trdi qua. Vang trang wut
chuj ra khoi ddm may den. Ring duéc hign rd rang,
nhu duge tAm gdi qua con mua dau mua. Pudng
chan trdi phfa truéc mat hidh nhidv nan quat hdng
nhat t¥ mat bién chisu lén.

Troi da sdng r8i. Ga trong ritng dude hay trong
x6m lang dAu gan ddy gdy eo 6c. Cdi s¢ 4m anh
ching téi cing theo tiéng ga, theo chan tr¥i rang
dong dugc xua tan dan ..

Ching t8i thd dai, nhin nhau, nhin cdnh ring
chung quanh. L& nao c¢6 thé nhu con mo thé nhi ?
Con rén thl o6 that. Canh cling tr¥i cufi d4t, tan
cung dat nudc cing la cé that. The cai tam trang
“tan th&” cdia hai ching tdi ? C6é that hay bj ao
gidc xAm chiém, 16i di ?

. 36 -



MOT ANH SAO DEM

Dén khi o6 ti€ng rao cia cd gii nao d6 : “Ai
bdnh lot khong” tir nga ba sdng vang d&n cing tigng
ga gdy, tdi mdi hoan toan tinh lai.

Co gai boi thuyén bang hai bap dira nudc. Con
thuyén nhdé nhu chide vé gdn, chong chanh. Gita
thuyen, b&p 10 46 lda, khéi lo ldng cing mii banh
lot béo ngay. |

Tdi tdp thuyén lai gan, Tién dua mdt tham
héi t8i dinh lam gl th& nay ? An bdnh that a ?
Sudt dem qua, ching tdi c6 an gi 16t byung dau ?

Cd gii cho hai lon bdt vao chidc rd cé nhiéu
15, k& b2n trén miéng néi dat trén bép lGa, dung
thanh tre g6 manh vao thanh rd Banh Iot tirng sgi
dai lot xudng ndi nuéc cdt dira dang sdi syc.

Cd nhoén cudi trao hai ching t6i hai td banh
thom ngéat, toéa hoi.

An thém mbdi dda mot td nda, tdi hdi od ghi :

— Cd a viung nay lau chua c6 ?

Cb vén mai téc dai ra sau lung, nhin tbi, hoi
lai :

— Cé4c anh tr déu t6i ha ? Téi 6 day tir nho.
Séng bing nghé nay thai.

— Vay, o6 khi ndo od c6 nghe ngudi dan o
day néi v8 con rin than ..

Co gai tdi mit nhin canh ring duéc, giong
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run run

— Sa0 ? Cé4c anh cé gap & ?

Co lat dat théi lai tién thda cho ching tdi,
day nbdi bt banh lot lai, quo dam.

— Cb di ngay & ? Hoi vAy théi. Ching tdi cb
thay gi dau

Cd ngung tay dam, nhin tdi ban tin ban nghi,
va cho mui ghe quay trd lai.

— Hd via Anh lam tdi s¢ qua .. May dém
trude, dau thang c6 hai chi®c ghe tam bédn sang
trong qua day gifa dém khuya, la lang choi hoi,
nhdy xuéng sdng 10i quing quang vdé xém rdy trong
kin. Ong rdn than xuAt hien, cai lwai do lom, dai
th& nay nd ... Vai nam, &ng lai xuidt hign mét [an,
ddi t£ vat ..

— T& vat gi ? — Téi la lung hoi.

Cd gii nhin ngé bdn chung quanh cén than,
méi thi thadm :

— Khi thl mdt con heo quay. Khi mdt con
vit ...

— Khéng &di con gdi dong frinh & ? Téi dai
dot hoi.

— Tam bgy. — Cbé géi gian di, tudng tdi ché
didu dng rén than cia cd.

Té6i phai hai ba [an xin 18i cb. T6i b4t gibc
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nhin r® nudc da trdng béc trén khudn mat trél xoan
cua cb, médi tée 6ng &, khung ngyc no trdn cia tudi
mudi bay, mudl tdm gl 46 clia 8. C6 18 ndo, dan
lang da tdng ng&m ngAm chon cb lam vat t& than
cho rin than kia ?

Mit song dap denh, bat ngét, khéng thiy rd
dau bén d4u b3 vi suong mi day dic bSn chung
quanh. Ti€ng 1 Am trién mién cia séng bién rit gan.
Mdi hay, & noi cing trdi cubi dat nay, ngudsi dan
thich cai luong, vong o8, céc diéu hd budn tham, du
duong .. Ca Mau, Bac Lidu ... 1a cdi ndi cua digu
Vong o8 hodi lang thud so sinh, méi ¢6 séu nhijp,
cdc digu Nam ai, Nam xuan di¢u hd Bac Liéu phong
theo tho Lyc Van Tién cua cy P4 Chiéu.

— MaAy thédng truée, o6 hal chi cin bd cua
Nha Xufit ban gi gi 46 & gan dAy cing bo ghe 1di
sdng tuong chét vi gap Ong. dng cit cao dau trén
ngon cly, & nhu bay bay trong may ...

Tdi gidt minh :

— Xu#it ban gi ? Cd néi Xuat ban gi d gAn
day ?

— Ai bi6t Xudt ban gl, la cdi gi ? La nghe
tfa tdi néi viy.

— Cb o6 bi6t chd d6 khong ?

— Biét. — Cb ngodi dau dua tay chi v& ddm
suong md bay la dd si4t mat sdng, md md vai rang
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dira nuée :

— Chd d6 46. Phai cheo ghe sau vao dém rirng
dude. Coi ching &ng ...

— Neéu gap thi phai lam sao ?

— Ngbi im. Chdp hai tay x4 x4 8ng, van vai,
hia 88 cuing mdt 46i vit gi 46 ..

Tam bi¢t cd gdi ban banh lot trén sdbng nudc,
ching tdi mai miét cheo. Thinh thoang, cing b
nghe val tidng huyt gié trén nirng dudc, trong ddm
14 dira nudc bat ngan, gap vai chiéc thuygn hai cho
vhi va.

Pén trua, con thuyén cdia ching tbi ddm mii
vao mdt nha san gida khu rung dudec heo hit. Cé
the hidu day 2 mét cin ci quan trong cia mot
nganh nao 46 cAn tinh tai.

Thodng trong thiy béng ngudi quang gau xuéng
mat sdng mic nudc d8 vao khap chua, tdi ngd ngy,
bao Tién :

— Nhin ky cdi 6ng dang mic nuéc kia, Tién.
Sao quen quen ...

Tién nging tay dam, nhin mdt lic, cing bao :

— Quen thiét. Giéng ... dng Hoang Tho & Ty
gido dyc Bién Hbda. Tdi ra cheo, queo dau ghe vao
san nha, cit tiéng hoi :

— C6 phai ... dng Hoang Tho d Ty Gido duyc
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Bien Hda khéng ?

Ngudi dang xich nudc gift minh, buéng gau,
che tay nhin ra lic lau, dng ta mdi “a” mot tiéng
vui nnfng, cAt tiéng cudi rat thin thudc :

— Di ddu dudi tAn cung 44t nuéc nay, cha
ndi ? Vb day. Hay ldm. Budn ngi ma gap chidu
manh ...

Mdi thuyén cAm vio sin nha. Ti€n nhay )én
trude. Toi [dm cdm bd ra mii ghe.

Hoang Tha thd tay 18i lén san nha bang cAy
dudc ghép lai. Quanh anh, nhiéu bao cA—rdn dyng
sdch, gidy, myc, c4 khd x0 xau

Ca hai ching tdi va anh Hoang Tho déu bang
hoang phit ghp gd qud bdAt ngd. Ching tbi tranh
nhaw hoi, chdng ai chju tra 19i. Danh phéi chju thua
anh Hoang Tho. D6 12 c4i tat o8 hdu cia anh. Hién
lanh, nhu mi, lich sy, nhung thich héi nhidu hon
nghe. Gap nhau, héi mdt thdi mot hdi, xd ra tram
thd chat chia tiong long dén khdéng kip tho. Dang
y nay, nhdy sang y khac, ching dg¢i tra 13i. Hoi &
Ty gido dyc Bién Hoa, van th&. Cé thé vl hoan canh
odng tdc dfc lap cia anh. Thudng phai séng moét
minh gida rung sau, noi heo hiit, tdn cung. Mojt
minh mét b&p lira, mdét manh rirng chi o6 suy nghi,
ty néi véi minh. D6i chuyén tro. D6i tin tue.

M4dy nam khang chién & Ty gido duc Bién Hoa.
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anh 6 Ban tu thg, & Ty Thong tin Bién Hoda cia
anh Hoang Tam Ky, lo soan bai va in &n. Xuéng
day, vAn & Nha xufit ban, co quan déng quin ndi
yén 6n, heo hiut th& nay.

Anh hol tdi tAp tin t¢c mién Doéng, chién khu
D. Ban bd quen thuéc ti nghy dAu khéng chién nam
46. Thay gldo TAi dau bac. Thay Mién, thay Ngdi.
Ong Lo Vian DPéng phé ty. Cdc trudng ban gldo dyc
cdc huypn. Ching dgl trd 13, Anh et hdi. Via hdi
vita nél It nudng cd, ndu com, sopn sdch vd. Mii
cd nudng thom ling. No&i com sbl lyp byp. Bbng
nhién, vn miéng néf, tay anh 181 ra hai quyén sich
cdn thom midi{ myc in, trao téi, cudl h& he

-~ PAy. Ngon chua ? Dep, dang hodng, trdn
trong nghe cha.

Toi v 1y quydn tidu thuySt V& DAt cda tbi,
dua ln mit eam sol, hit ngil. D6 1A tdc phém dAu
tay cua t&1 dugc in thanh quyén, in bing chl chi
ding hoang. Nhin qua cdi bla, t&81 nh&n ra ngay nét
v8 quen thudc cia Hoang Tho : VAn méy tau 14 mat
cAt chdm phd4 d4m, nhat. Myt anh ndng dan ding
dang ch&n chéo quay bua chit cAy ring phét rly.

Mdy nam truée, lic cdn & chién khu P anh
Hoang Tho da trinh bay hai tdp thd cia anh Huynh
Van Nghe, vAn nhdng tdu l4 mat cat ch&m ph4,
dam, nhat th& nay. Thém hai con nai céch didu, vai
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coni g0 glang cdnh. D6 la hai tAp tho “Con nai" va
“Con séo" ,cua anh Huynh. Van Nghé. Ngay ay, tbi
dang cong tdc gido dyc khing chién. Di dau, tbi
cing mang theo hai tap tho Ay.

Anh Hoang Tho cudi cudi, bay com, cd ra chén,
miéng dia, chi quyén thi hai canh tdéi, hoi

— C6 bi&t quyén gl day khdng ? Sao chi me
o6 quyén V8 D&t thdi vdy ? B quyén “Giot mua
thu” nay t¢ lim sao ?

Téi gidt minh cang Tign coi ky quyén “Gipt
mua thu™ Trén bla, vAn t&n tac gia 1& tdi. Dudi tén
tdc phdm, la Nha xuAt ban ngoai thanh, tai duong
Amiral Rose —70. Bén trong, vin la tiu thuyft. V8
bat.

Anh lai cudt cudi bao

— Thoi, cAm dda di hai cha ndl. Ngon lanh
roi. Phai in thém loai ph4t hénh ngodi thanh cho
bd con tr{ thic dgc.

Quet dia trong ddy ndi cA kho vai Ian, ty
nhién anh nhéy sang d& tai khéc, rdt tring y chd
dgi cua & :

— Cufn Bong hudng bdng cic cia cfu, du
luan thich, khen. Dang sip chd, thi ... thédo do. Biét
sao khong ? Chuyén quan tap ket

Anh thd dai vé thong cam cing toi :
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— Danh chju. Hdm truéc, anh Huynh Van
Gam c6 néi chuyén 46 v6i minh. Tiéc Em ... Thai,
rang ddi, ra Bic, lai in. C6 khi lai in dep, dang
hoang hon. Duge nhiéu ngudi doc hon & day. Heo
hit chdi voi. T4n cung d4t nudc ... Cau cb cdi cam
gidc choi voi, tan cung khi xudng day khéng ?

Toi nin lang, tiéc ré cudn Bong hudng bdng
cic. Tdi thuat so qua hoan canh viét cudn dy..Anh
an ui :

— DUi clu cdn dai, lo gi — Anh bdng thd dai
— Minh phai & lai. V& thanh hoat ddng cdng khai.
Cingthich, ma cing gay go. Cu v6i ciu Tién o6
nhin goi gi khéng ? Rang nghe. Réng viét. Gap lai
nhau, minh mong dugc doc nhidu cia cau. Titc 1A
nhing cudn trong tudng lai cua cau, minh khéng
dugc trinh bay. Khéng c6 thu 14 mat cit quen thude
cia chién khu D cda tui minh. Hoi theo hoc truong
My thuat Bién Hda truéc khi nhay vao Khang chién
minh mé hai khoa : Trang tri, trinh bay bla sach
va nghién citu gobm. Gm my nghe, gobm gia dung
Bap vao cdi ngAnh 46, mé chét dugc. — Anh quay
lai miét diu ngén tay cdi vao lp gdm anh mang theo
tod chién khu P mién Ddng xuéng tan cing 44t nuéc
noi heo hit nay, vé thich thdi ra mat. — Anh tiép
tuc : — Cai thd gdm 46, la dac san cia xi Dong
Nai ta ...
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Cap mit can thj hip hay lién tuc, ddi mat
kinh tring day cdOm tré xudng séng mdi thanh tu,
ddi mdi nho, vien r6 nét nhu méi con gii cia anh
mua nhanh nhu 46i c4nh budm mai mai tim khoéng
dugc noi ddu vira y.

Vudt vudt tran trong bia hai cudén sach cua
tdi, anh dan dod :

— Nhé gid gin khi mang theo xudng tau tap
két. Quf lim. Rét qui. V@ Sai Gdn, minh s& tim mua
vai cudn “Giot mua thu” cia cfu lam ky ni¢gm, dong
thsi lam obng tdc tri vin. Néu gip gia dinh cdu va
Tién, minh s& tang, bdo tin tdc hai ciu. — Quay
sang Tién anh hoi dp :

— Gia dinh Tién vaAn J tai x4 Binh Hda ha °
M4y nam sau nay o tan cu ndi niao mdi khong ?
Khong ha. Vay 1a dugc. Con gia dinh cia Bén, e
khé tim. Trudc khi xuéng day, minh cé6 ra Tan Hoa
Tan Tjch chién khu D cung cdc anh Hoang Tam
Ky, anh Tam Ngh¢, anh Trinh Dinh Hoa Chi tich
huyén Dong Nai mdi thanh lap. Minh cé gap anh
Ba, chj Sédu cia Bdn vén 3 gan ap Vudn Va sat bo
séng Ddng Nai. Nhung sau trén bao lyt kinh khung
nam 1952, tidu &idu. Rudng bé héa dau ...

Tdi din anh :

— Né&u tim duge gia dinh thang Tién, anh sé
hoi tin tdc méa tdi, chj Sau tdi ...
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Tién néi thém :

— Chj Séu cua thiéng Bén rdt qui tai.

Hoang Tho ngo ngic: Tbi gidi thich :

— Maiy nam & gido duc Tan Uyen, Bién Hoa,
vi d6i qu4, tdi va Tién thudng ri nhau ra by sdng
Dong Nai tim tham gia dinh chj Sédu t6i. Kiém
com, xin 40 quan, thudc men ... Nhi2u [dn, tdi véi
thaing Tién phai gi? dd8i b cia anh Bay tdi. Trdi,
hai con bd qui, nhay hong c6 tiéng, lai quiy pha tui
to6i du cach. Toi thi mé béng chuyén. Pang dap béng
am 4m, thang -Ti€n qui nay k2u réo "“Ddi bd xubng
b séng Bn trdm 3 ¢ nhd ngudi ta roi”. Ben kia
by séng Dong Nai lai dang cé6 Tay di rudng. Toéi
danh litu mang cung Tién bd xudng by sdng, trudn
dan d&n gin hai con bd dang gdm co6 non, phéng
roi 6 gin dinh nhon vao dui b. Thé A ching chay
t& len by, r6ng &m 1. Beén kia sdng, bon Tay bdn
sang hkng loat sing mdy .FM dau bac . N6 lai kéu
bon: Tay dudi tiéu khu Tan Uyén bin mopc—ché lén
t6i tam trdi dat.

Anh Hoang Tho cudi nga nghiéng, suyt té
xudng sdng.

Trdi, anh lai lau nudc mét ! Cung l& cal cudi,
nhung cdi cudi ndy khang khéc, la l1im th& nao &y.
Cai cuti cua gid phut edp chia tay, ké ra Bhe, ngudl
trd lal Sai Gon, tam sdng dudl cdi. cht 46 '‘ma minh
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da phai gdi d4t, nim suong, hy sinh tram thy subt
chin nam trudng -4€ tidu diet né. C4i mdnh 44t ben
b song Déng Nai chi€n khu D ti vira k& chuyén
chan bd, d8i v8l anh vA hal dua chuing t8i, than
thiét xi¢t bao. TUng vién dd, ting cAy dau, cAy sao
od thy, cAl cAu xi—mang & Ap Vudn Vd bdn by sdng,
cdl nh cd tuol hal con bb cua anh Bay t&l gim trdm

o0 .. d8f val anh vh hal chung.tsl gl la qué huong,
Beh " "ta D

Mar day, anh khdng duge trd lol diy. Hal ching
td cting khong duge trd lai diy .. 46 nhing dom
tring, phdng nghy mua daAm thdng bdy, mat bald
trén vai, mot khAu sing trong tay, thonh thang dudi
bAu trsf ty do, bén dong sdng rudt thit, gip al ctng
gol to lh dong chi, 1a may tso.chi td ... Hot mudi
cin lam doi.

Ty do, 461 v6i anh nhing nghy sdp t8i, gida
46 thanh Sal Gon, Bidn Hoa, bist tim & dau ? Cé
gip lal al ting edng & r¥ng chin nam qua, hal tiéng
dong chidd o6 dang tan dau ludl, o6 eic menh bat
ra nhu thuc sing, cing phal cn ring d&n trao
nuéc mit nubt é&m né xubng tan ddy tim. Ty do !
Dén gldy phit ndy, mél cam nhan hét § nghia thiéng
litng, méi cam nhén duge rd rang y nghia cudc sdng
chin nAm nim ring vita qua trong hai tiéng 4y.

Dong séng dudi san nha 1o d4. Thd chidn xubng
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khéa manh mét cdi, nudc lg bin 1én tAn mit, man
ding dau ludi. Rirng duéc khing khiu, gia cbi chung
quanh im lang. Chi thdy toan nhing cym rd gia vit
xau vao nhay,-cung rdn, [am li gita mat nuéc meénh
mong.

Rung dudc. Rimg nuéc man. Mang tiéng o
rung, nhung quanh nam f{t thiy dugc mat dat nhu
d chién khu D. Nha trén mat nudec. Cau trén mat
nudc. Cudc sdng trén mat nude. Xudng khoi nha san
phai di ghe. Quanh nam, séng vd ri ram, bénh bdng,
choi voi ...

Khdng chia tay thi khdng dugc. Nhung chia
tay anh lhi¢ nay, téi cam thdy minh th& nao
dy ... Nao ai biét ngdy mai, cudc d¥i cia anh. ngodi’
dd thanh kia s® ra sao ?

Hidu tam trang hai ching tdi, anh lai thdo d8
may bao ca ron ciingph6ng, trao tay ching tdi it con
mam, bdnh qui khé, vai cuén sich anh rat qul goi
mua ngodi Ca Mau, Bac Liéu, bao nho :

— C6 hen thi phai d&i di cho kjp hen, kip git
xudng tau. Bj cham trong lic nay, ric rdi lAm. Di
cing dd ma & lai cing do. a day, may tuin nay,
nhiéu dng ba cing bj cAi canh Ay lam khé tram thu
roi. Pay, ¢c6 mdy cuén truygn cia anh Ly Van Sam
mua ngoai thanh, cudn triét hoc cua Politzer, cubn
De la Pratique “Thyc tién luan” song ngd, hai éng
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mang theo xudng tau doc choi. Cha, di ra Béc bing
tau cia Lién X8, lénh dénh trdi bién, phai hhng
thdng trdi doc bién Dong ? Gap ai quen d chién
khu P nhd cho minh goi loi tham ..

Hai ching t6i budc xubng thuyén. Anh dung
trén san nha bing cly dudc ghép lasi, nAng gong
kinh cin, mim cudi. Sdu ban tay hud hud phia trudc,
chdi vdi gita rung dudc, choi voi trdi, nuée, noi tan
cung T8 quéc ...

Doc dudng chbo thuyén trd lai co quan Phdng
chinh trj Phan lién khu mfén Tay, ching t&l ghp od
man ghe thuyén tit ngodi chg CA Mau, Bac Litu vao
tim ngudi than, méc ndi, lien Jac, hen hd cho cdng
tdc va cudc sbng ngdy mai, khi ban giao xu¢t nay lai
cho ching qudn ly trong hai nam.

Todi vA Tién dugc phan odng lam céng tac dua
tidn tai b&n tau tp keét tai Chéc.Bang, mét dja
danh thudc chién khu U Minh.

Phai gdp mit khan g6i d8n ndl trong dém.
Nhung ngay nay, khong khi gid bf m@t bao tram.
Bf mit ngudi &, ngudi & lal. O lai thi & ving no,
trong giai dogn ndo. Gial doan sau thl & dau.

Ngudi di tap két, thi di chuyén nao, tAu nuéc
nao, d cua sdng ndo. Cang di vdi cd quan nao, b
phan nao ? Tat cd, hoan toan bi mat. Hoi ¢ lién
tuc. Nay di, mai . Nay ving nay, mai ving khéc.
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Hai ching t46i khéng dédm lang thang, nhénh
nhang ti bidt ai

Quen than ddy, nhung ghp nhau trén dudng
di, chi léng lang dua hai ngén tay lén phia trude
vdy vy : Hal nam.

Cédc anh Ban gidm hifu trudng tiéu hoc binh
s noi t8i vd Tién cdng tdc ba nim trdi, bdng bién
dau mét. Gian nha l4 dda nudc trdng tron. Dbng
kénh s§ 9 nudc cang d6 sAm mau l4 trdm, c6 myc
td thugng ngudn 46 ra do @o0. Nghe néi, anh L2
Minh Tam da bfi mAt ra thanh, Can Tho hay Sai
Gon gl ddy. Gian nha l4 cia anh gita rdy khoai mi
cia chd Lap tréng hode. Cdc chd nhéc : Diép Minh
Tuyén, Lam Ky Dat, Tam con thudng ngdy nh{ nhé,
loay hoay in tai ligu, ddnh mdy tai lidu, v6 ring hai
rau choai, bf 40 ... cing bién mét lic ndo khéng
bi€t. Tdi dinh tang Diép Minh Tuyén mdt quyén ti€u
thuyét “Va Dat”, 1).J cbng chi d4nh méy giip bdn
théao, danh ding be2n rly khoai nhin cdi sap dém
dém cédc chi dia gidn, naim khoanh con tém.

Gia dinh anh Dipp Minh Chéu, anh 18 Vinh,
anh Hodi va vai hga sl khdc ngodi dau kénh cGng
tréng tron. Khong bi€t cdc anh Ay @i tap k&t hay
dugc lénh 1an ra thanh ?

Doc ben kénh s8 9, gia dinh cdc ba m4, ngin
ngd nhin ring tram, ddng kénh lanh 180, mit mat,
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lo cAt gi&i:, x6a nhing dédu vét nhdng nghy dal nubdi
nang “Viét cdng”, mat khong lic ndo khd nude méit.
Nhin dau cing thdy “ching né”. Con kénh nay do
anh em ching né neo vét. Cdi rdy nay do anh em
ching né trong, cham bén. C&i chdi nha nay do ban
tay ching né Igp lai. Bai hdt nay do chiing né day.
Tré con ngo ngéc, [Am lui ki¥m tim quanh b3 kinh ...

Céc od gdi tubi dang thi, cang budn b& hon.
Doc dudng d&n nhén nhidm vy méi, hau nhy tbi
khong gap mit ny cudi trén mit cde cd gii. Khong
théy mdt bd quan 4o méi nhan nhigm vy mdf, Khdng-
thdy hinh dnh cdc o® vén téc lam duyén hén dang
kénh.

Thinh thodng, cting c6 vai ci ddm ra ddng
bén bd kénh khi chidu xuéng, ngé méng trési nudc
U Minh, liz2n bj cdc bA me la todng lén :

— Vb nha ngay. Tao biéu v8 nha. Khéng nghe
& kéenh thd Ba, cdi qudn gi®t ngudi méi kéo dén
tidp thy, 4a ham hi€p con géi sao ? Trui oi, vd nhd
ngay gilm mé chit con di

Cd gdi cdn of ding im bédn chidc cAu khi vit
véo qua dong kénh, 1én me dua cao hai ngén tay
lén ngang trdn tam biét mét hinh béng md md trong

doan quén in dai trén ven kénh bén kia 18 rdy bi
do ...
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—

Am tham bang qua hai 16 riy kénh 8, kenh
7, tdi va Tién tat ngang ngdi nha ba méd cia Bii
Dic Ai nAm sit dong nudc db.

Truéc thém nha, chiéc cau chém xudng dong
kénh lang 1o,

Nhin vao nha, khdng thdy béng ai. May cay
mang chu xiém phia sau nha vln lic llu qua, gai
¢Sc. Quanh ddy, o6 nhieu tiéng ngudi gia dudi ga,
xua ch6. Du6i kénh, mdt vai chiéc thuyen voi ~a
cheo ra vam sdng Trem.

T6i djnh ghé tim Bui Duc Ai khoe hai cuén
tidu thuyst clha tdi truéc hic chia tay. Trong giai
thuong Ciu Long nBm rdi, Bui Puc Ai cing duge
tang thuong t&p truyén ngin “Chuy&n luéi méu”.
Bai Duc Ai, Nguygn Quang S&ng nho hon t&f vai
tudi gl 5. Ai lai dang tham gia cbng tdc tal van
phdong Hoi Van nghé Nam B§, chéc c6 didu kién
gin gdi van chuong hon t8. Chéc Af thudc dign
dugc 41 tAp k&t. Théi, hen ghp nhau ngodl dat Béc
vay.

Tiec la khong ghp dugc cdc anh Minh Lbc,
anh Pham Anh Tai, anh Vigt Anh, anh Nguybn Hal
Tring, Pham Tuan.... Cic anh 46 cing nh&n duge
gial thuong cing ky vdi tél.

Hom 446n Rau Dita nhan gial thudng ti€u thuyst
Vo bat, i cd duge ghp anh Luu Quf Ky, Hol truéng
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Hoi Van nghg@ Nam B$, anh Ha M4au Nhai, Pham
Hiu Tung, Huynh Van Gd&m, Pham Tu&n trong bd
phan Thudng tryc HOl Van nghé¢ Nam B9Y.

Cé I8 trong sb tAc gia dén nhan giai thudng
fAn 46, tbi thudc ldp nhé tudi, trén Bui Due Ai mot
ti. Con cdc anh Vigt Anh, tdc gid tap tho “Anh Ba
Théng”, anh Pham Anh Tai, tdc gia cdc truydn dai
“Tay dau 46", “Bén riung ci lao Dung”, anh Nguyén
Hai Tritng, tdc gia tadp tho “Chd Hai Neo” .. déu
idn tudi hon tbi, quen thudc nhidu véi céc anh &
Hdi Van ngh¢ Nam B9).

Toi cam thdy xa la, lac 16ng trong cdc cay biit
chuyén trd rdm ra, quen thAn nhidu ngusi. Anh
Pham Tuén, tdc gia truyén ngén “Buc t&m thu” vui
tinh, he ha, x&n tay do lo nhé 16ng vit lam tigt canh
phia sau nha, thinh thodng méi 16 ra tham dy giai
thuong mét tf goi Ia.

Anh Pham Anh Tai, (sau nay 1A nha van Son
Nam) mbc bd) ba ba méc i, d6ng phen vang khe,
ty cd cua chdo ghe d&n nhan giai thudng “Thing
Tay dau d3” va “Bén ming cd lao Dung”. Mit nheo
nheo, mét gay, ma& nhon, téc xia trudc trdn, quin
choang chiéc khan rhn sgc. 46, vang kiéu ngudi Khme
Nam B¢, buéc di ta ta, hai ban chan hoi phang
ngang phang nguta, lic néi chuygn, mat hai cdi xudng,
nhung hai mét lal chidu thdng. Cé thé do nam thang
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sdng mi¢tn U Minh, mign bién, phai che gié, che cat,
v cdc loai b0 mdéc, mdng trAu. Anh néi chuygn rit
céd duyén, nhu van phong cia anh vay.

Anh Viét Anh, tdc gia tap tho “Anh Ba Thing”
da mat sAn sii, cdi cudi rdt lanh, cing quédn chiéc
khitn rhn quanh of. Anh o6 gbp y cdch dung tu
trong thp “Vd dAt” cda tbi.

Anh Ha MAu Nhai khoé, dep trai, mai thing,
mét rét edng, moi sc nét, nghm thng cudc lién hoan
vai bai tho do anh sdng tdc. Anh dugc Hi Van ngha
Nam BJ phan ocdng gitip 45 tay nghé cho tai.

Nhac sf Nguydn Hau Trf tdc gia bai hat “Ticu
doan 307" ndi ti&ng lai cang it ndéi, trdn cao, hinh
nhu theo dao Cong gido, mat hoi dai, m&c quan o
ba ba den, ngdi canh tdi. Tdi nhin anh, khéng thé
hidu dugc do dadu anh lam dugc bai hat “Tifu doan
307",

Anh Luu Qo Ky npgdi bén trén, canh anh
Pham Hau Tung, Hoang Tuyén, Van Luygn, Hoang
Th€ Thign, Chu nhidm Phong chinh tri Phan lién
khu mf{éen Tay Nam B9.

Nhén xét cdc tdc ph&m dugc giai thudng, thinh
thoang anh Luu Quy Ky hit manh, mi¢ng hgi méo,
giat giat, mAt nheo nheu. c6 1&8 do of taAt bam sinh
chang Téc hdi cua, quian 4o ba ba den gian dj, d&
mén, dé gan.



MOT ANH SAO DEM

C6 thé ddy la bd mat tap hop duge trong hoan
canh khéng chién, chién trudng chia cit ... cia vin
ngh¢ Nam B chang ? Cdn lyc lugng van nghe¢ ngoai
thanh, & cdc d6thi 14n, nhu cfic anh Ly Van Sam,
bdc H6 Bi€u Chénh, hohc cédc anh chj khéng tham
dy gidi thudng trong d¢t ndy & cdc chién khu nhu :
Nguy2n Ngoc T&n, Xuan Mién, Nguydn Ngoc Théi,
Hoang Vigt, Binh Nguy2n Ldc, Huynh Van Nghe,
Béo Dinh Giang, Nguyén Binh, Ngd Y Linh, Pham
Ngoc Truyén, Quéc Huong, Vi Anh Khanh, Trén
Bach Dhng ...

M&i ngudi mdét manh ring, mdt géc ph§ 4m
tham ngoai 4o thj.

Gid nay, cdc anh dang ¢ dau, lam gl ? C6 ban
ron chuln bj tdp k&t, hay chuyén viing hoat dfng,
chuin bj mot td bdo nao 46 48 dfu tranh thye hién
Hi¢p dinh Gioneo khéng ?

Qué giang mdt chidc ghe tam ban chdo ngang
nha Bui Dic Ai, tdi v Tién ra vam séng Trem dé
dén b&n Chic Bang theo sy phan cdng clia cp trén.

Song Chic Bang ménh moéng, tdp nap tau,
thuyén xudi ngugc. Thu, thuyén ndo cing treo oi
hoa binh ¢ v& con chim héa binh cua danh hea
Picatsd bay lugn trong gi6.

Gap tau nao chd nhitu ngudi dodn 1A tif thj
xd4 Ca Mau hay Bac Lidu vdo, Tién cing giyc tdi
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ciip ghe vao hoi tham tin tdc chj Sau téi vA chj cia
Tién. Tau ndo cing day nghet cdc cd gii, ba m4,
tré con &n mic diém dia.

Ching t8i hoi ho vai cau, ho hoi lai ching tdi
hang chyc tén nguti than, chia cho ching tbdi doc
hang chyc dja chi ngudi than ho cain tim.

Thé dai. Chia tay.

Cd gdi cho di nh¥ cing thd dai, lui cui x&p
lai bdnh tréi, quAn &0 dung trong may chiéc bao
cA—ron. D€ mic tdi cheo chdng nguge xubi, mau,
chdm mac long.

Podn bidt cd gii cing dang di tim tin tidc
ngudi than, t6i khong ddm hoi tham.

Khoi day chuy2n &y lic nay, that khé an khé
n6i. Khuyén nhd th€ nao cho phai. L2n gipng ddng
vien “Chi hai nim thdi”, hoaaic “Di, 4 cling vinh
quang” nhu cdc khiu hidu giang khip noi v, minh
cdn khéng tin nca la. '

Co gii 1Ay may don bdnh tét, x&u banh d gbi
4 dia nudc khéo tay ra mdi ching tdi. Tién nhin
t8i. Khong &n cang khdong dugc. Ma an thi long da
nao nubt cho trdi ? Cd 43 géi ghém bigt bao nhé
thuong, d¢i chd trong cic ddon bdnh dy ?

RAi khéng sao nin lang duge, cb lan la héi :
— Hai anh d don vj nao ? Bao gid thi ra di ?

. 56 .



MOT ANH SAO DEM

Ti€n khéng d4p, ma hoi lai :

— Xin 15i h4, ngudi cbd can tim & dau, lam gi,
may ra ching t8i c6 biét duge ...

Co gai lau nuéc mdt ngd nhin doan tau b chd
day ngudi chay vé huéng Chic Bang, ddp U nhi :

— Anh 8y & b d61 tinh nguyn t&n bén Mien,
b ddi Issardc.

Hai ching tbi thé dai. Téi thin thy mot luc,
ch¢gt nhé ra, néi cAu may :

— May hém trude, tdi o6 gip vai doan bd ddi
tinh nguyén 4 Mién kéo ve, bang tit rdy, rimg doc
cic kénh 8, kénh 9 & Bién Bach, 46 vé bén tap két
.Chéc Bang ...

Dbi mit md¥ ¢ cia o sang lung linh, khigén
1dng da tdi nao nao. Duing la chim trdi ¢4 nuéc, bist
dau ma tim ?

— B4y gid, chi con cdch nay, od chju khé d&n
bén tap k&t Chéc Bang, d6n chd anh dy. May ra ...
Theo tdi duge bidt, cde lyc lugng chién ddu 6 Mién
cia 6ng Thanh Son, Son Ngoc Minh ... thi b&n t4p
két chi y&u la Chic Bang ..

— Cdn b&n nao nia khéong anh ? — C6 nguéc
ddi mit 46 hoe nhin tdi.

— Cdn modt dja diém nia, ¢ Cao Lanh, chu
y&u 12 danh cho bd 49i, cAn bd khu Tém, Pong Thép
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Mudi ...

— Troi ... — Cb budng mdt ti®ng thd dai nao
nudt, cAm gau tdt nuSc ra ngodi. - Néu gip duge
anh 8y, hai anh lam on nhin giim ... — Cd nging
16i.

Biét “anh &y” 1A ai ? C6 § 44u ma nhin ?

Chi2gu hém 46, c® danh quay ghe tré lai. -Tdi
cdng danh néi mdt cAu ding la dai boi 1é ra khong
nén néi :

— Thoi, c6 ot y2n tam trd ve. Néu c6 gip
anh &y, tdi s2 nhdn c6 o di tim ..

— Da, cAm on hai anh lAm. Hai nam. Hai
mia lda chin., Hai mua nu6c man tran déng .. —
Cd thiAn thy trao tay hai ching tdi mdt xAu banh
tét, banh 4 géi l4 dira nudc rat khéo tay, hai hi
mém céd sic thom phiuc, moét chum 6t chin dd.

Troi, tAm long ngudi vg cua ngudi linh tinh
nguygn tan Mién xa xd8i. Téi bdng nhd cau hdt cda
anh em chi®n si tinh nguyé¢n & Mign, Lao : “Hém
nay anh d&i Issaric 42 chém Chan. Cho séc cia minh
duge yén vui, me cha vui long ...”. Khdng bigt bai
hdt nay do nhac sl nao sdng tic ? Ngudi nhac si
gy cdon hay 43 hy sinh ? Lam sao anh c6 thé bigt
dugc tam ldng cia nhing ngudi vg tré di tim chong
gita ménh méng trvi nufc nhu th&€ nay ?

Budn qud, hai ching tdi nam l&n ra sau lai
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con thuyén cta ai 46 tha trdi trén kénh, ngi vii.
Khéng biét bao l4u, miy gid, bdng o6 ngudi
dap manh vao vai téi, giong 6m bm, rén rang :
— D4y. Day. Té6i xd Bic r6i, day.

— Anh U Da. — Téi kéu Ién, mitng 13, nim
tay anh U Da.

Anh ray tay, dap nhe 1én dau téi miy cdi,
nghidn ring :

— U me .. Ngudi chay ddn chay ddo; hai
thing tyi mdy ung dung nim phoi bung hing gi6
hoa binh, gié6 Gioneve.

— Anh cheo ghe di dau, c6 vé hap tip vay ?
Usa, ban céi 4o gl ky cyc qud vay nd trdi !

Anh cuti ha ha, dua tay chio cio méi téc hii
cua, khudén mat Tay lai cia anh rang 9 :

— Ao b&n tii danh cho cén bd tir dai ddi trd
len t¥ ngoai Bic cho mdy bay gdi vd 46, cung. Ngon
lanh khdng ? Mai mét, ra ngoai 4 cAc em cing
mbi thing mot cdi “b6n tdi” nhu vAy. Tdi nhét tién
luong bang thdng. Tdi nhét tai ligu hoc tap chéanh
trj. Tdi bd bdn thao ti€u thuyst, kjch ban cai luong
cia nghe¢ si U Da, chi ginh hiat Té Hué néi tiéng
cia Nam Ky. Ne, tau vdi thhing Hia MAau Nhai duge
xung vb doan “Phd bién, tuy2n truyén cho Hiép dinh
hoa binh Gioneve. — Anh cit tiéng cudi dén chay
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nuéc mét mit tGi 40 trén trao téi quydn sdch nhd
xiv, in ch? chi — Coi di em cung. Higp djnh vay
d6. U me, hOm truéec, tao v6i thing Ha Mau Nhai
bji midy ba ma chdi cho mot trdn toi bdi : Hai nam.
Ai bio dam hai nam tyi bay trd vé ? Thiang Tay,
hay théing Vigt gian phan qudc bdo dam ?

Anh ngbi x& xubng ladi ghe, thd dai, lai nit
tdi 4o ngyc trao t6i x8p gidy nho, cing, trang trong :

— N&, doc di ! Hay lim. Tho cia 6ng T6 Huu
ngodi Bidc d6. Ngon lanh khéng cung ? Ta di t6i
— Va anh kéo dai gipng T4y lai 8m dm, cyc xudng
of chay 1&én chay xuéng :“Ta di tdi gi?a ban ngay.
Trén dudng cdl ung dung ta budc. Dudng ta ring
thénh thang tdm thuéc. Dudng Béc Son, Dinh ca,
Thdi Nguyén ...”. Mal mét ra ngodl 46, tiéu thuyst
Bong hudbng bdng cic cia cung cing duge in ngon
lanh vy d6. B, ra d6, nhd tim tau nhen. C¢ tim
cdc doan hét cai luong, kich Nam Ky 1& c6 cdi mat
tau ... Phen nay, nghé si Van Dua — U Da chu
ginh hit T60 Hu¢ ra BAc, mang chudng di ddnh xu
minh ...

That ra thi khéng biét anh dang vui hay dang
budn nida. Ba me gia & Tra Vinh, 6ng bd Tay dao
Co6c chinh cong & ben TAy, o em gii anh em cung
cha khédc me v6i anh & bén TAy .. nhu th€ nao ?
Anh lam sao hoan toan thanh than nhu giong cudi,
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diéu by cua anh ?

Nhé 1an didn kich “Bé rom” gi@a rimng U
Minh, anh déng vai Tay, chj Nhi Ha déng vai od
gdi Viet bji dan lan ra ch&t, anh ngdi canh xem xét
o) gai chét kia o6 phai Vit Minh chinh hig¢u khong ?
Anh ci dua ngén tay khéu khéu chd quan rich cia
chi Nhji Ha d6ng vai cd gdi 43 chét, chi Nhj Ha
khdong sao lan ra xa anh duge, danh cing ngudsi chiju
tran. Dén khi man vira ha trong tiéng vé tay rdn
ran, chj Nhi Ha viung day xi mét anh, ¢hui um lén
khién khén gid cudi am &m : “Ne, U Da, tui th?
o6 t6 lam ching, t6i chét, tui cing khong thém déng
kich chung vdi anh naa”.

Anh gidt minh, xem dong hd tay, 1at dat quang
qua ghe t81 nhiu banh tét, hop guygd dyng dudng,
s?a, bdnh 4, mém céd léc, vn cai giong ® 9, cyc
xuong ¢ chay 1&n xuéng nhu o sing :

— N a&n di. An cho no r8i di tAp k&t ngon
lanh. Nhé tim tau khi ra t6i xd Bic ... E, ti€u thuyst
Bong hudng bdng cic cia may bj cha ndi Huynh
Van Gam, Luu Quf Ky théo d3 tanh banh giso cho
cha Poan Giéi mang ra d4t Bac. Nhé nghen cung.
Jodép Eduard, tuc A—DPua, néi nguge lai, Eduard
thanh A Dua cho né Viét Nam anh hung chit choai.
Chi ganh hat Té Hue, tiung luu dién t4n NomPenh
cho vua chia coi, trén dudng vé Sai Gon, bj mdy
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bay hai than Pdng Minh o4nh bom chim tau, ha
ha ...

Chiéc ghe tam ban cia anh qu4 nhd so véi
tdm than khdng [, hai cdnh tay vugn bam trgn cla
anh. Anh 43 hoa vao dong ghe ¢d chen ldn, ma tiéng
cudi rdn rang cia anh vadn cdn bay luét trén sdng
quanh ching tdi..

Lai mdt chi€c tau dd son phét lde loet chay
cing chi2gu vdi ching tdi. Trén mui tau, ngudi ngdi
dong nghet, téc vA quan 4o cic od gai bay quit theo
gi6. Con tau kéo theo phia sau ba bdn chi®c ghe tam
ban, xuéng ba l4, cing day ngudi, hang héa.

— Cip lai. Cap lai coi. C6 ai gidng chj Sdu
qué ... — Tién kéu la rbi rit.

Toéi ra cheo, bé midi ghg ddm vao héng chiéc
tau dd. Hai dda leo 12n be tau, ddm ngé, kéu réo
mdt hoéi. Ching th&y chi Sdu t8i va ngudi than cda
Tién dau.

Chi€c ghe da bj séng d4nh dat ra xa. Hai dua
danh nhay xudng sdng boi theo chigc ghe.

— Chan qud. Ngudi ta khip noi kéo téi day
ran ran .

Tién vAt vat 40 ba ba, ciu nhau. Tdi danh
trdn an :

— Chic ngudi cia may gdi tho lam sao dé.
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Hogc khdng vé duge téi noi. Hosic khdng tim duge
chj Sau tao, khdng tim dugc ngudi quen cia may.
— Cbdn thay gido Vang ? Dén nay, chic thay
cing vé tdi trén d6 rdoi con gi ?
— U, néu trét lot, thuan budm xudi gié.

— Hba binh réi. Gi ma khdng thuan buém
xudi gié ? Khdng gip dugc chuyén nay, biét chirng
nio méi gap lai ... Ra Bic, xa xdi 1Am, chan troi
géc bién, may di ...

Hai ching téi nhin nhing chiéc tau chd day
khach, kéo cdi rén dong s6ng Chic Bang, ngdm ngui
cho than ph4&n minh. B4 xa mién Ddng chién khu
D ba nam réi. Khdng mdt 14 thu. Khdng mdt tin
tic gia dinh. Hy vong cdc ngudn tin cia anh Hoang
Tho, thay gido Vang, gia dinh anh Hoang Minh
Vién ... hét sic ménh mdng ..

M6t chi®c tau cdy tran trui chay tro tdi, b
dyng thém mAy tau dia hing gié phy véi may mée.
MAy ngudi trén tau dan, hit coi vui veé qua.

Cé tieng keu vong sang, { 6i :

— Pi dau d6, hai dng ndi ?

Thi ra, cic anh Minh Trj nhac si, dién vién
kich néi, nhac sI Van Luu mang kinh trang, hea si
Tran Kim, L2 Minh Tien va mdt cd gii doan la vg
anh Minh Trj.
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Minh Trj dua tay ngodt ngoit hai ching tdi,
chi cho vé huéng b&n tau tap k&t Chic Bang, ra y
bao s gap nhau tai dé.

Tdi cam thdy wvui vui. Du sao, gap dugc mét
ngudi quen s& cung minh ra di,nghe long da &m dp
hon, b4t cd don hon.
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Chuong ba

Sudt mdt thdng tr¥i, ngay, dém, hang nghin
nghin ngudi tit Midn, cdc tinh thupc mién Tdy Nam
Bd kin kin 46 va b2n tau tAp k&t Chic Bang.

Mjt cdnh rimg tram, sa;, 4&, hoang wvu, bat
ngan duge phét quang, dung léu dachién bing 14
dita nuéc, lan ngi bén bang cay sy, dé.

Nguti di, ngudi dua tién, ddng nghjt. Hinh
nhu chd n3o cing c6 nuéc mét va bidt bao l&i bidt
ly.

Céc phdi doan quan sy lién hgp bdn bén ludn
c6 mat lic mét chuydn tau nhd neo.

Ngudi Gia Na DPai (Canada) cao 16n, da tring,
quan phuc kaki angle, mit xanh, kidm tra titng doan
ngudi xuéng tau, phong van, o suc khuyén lon nhing
ngudi dua tién trd lén ba.

Nguoi An D9 da den, ndu, rdu bé ham, quin
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ham, cdp bac nha binh trén cfu vai, lam vidc véi
cdc vi chi huy quan Viet Minh.

Céc si quan trong quan 49i Lién higp Phap cb
vé tram tu, khéng ngl ngdo nhu vai théng trubc
day. Ho gidap mat v6i nhidu don vj, nhidgu chién si
va vij chi huy quan Viét Minh h¢ ting bi&t ranh,
ttng cham sing rdt nhiéu [an d nhidu chién trudng
Déng Thép, U Minh, chién trudng Campuchia, bién
gigi Vigt — Mien.

Gap nhau, ching tdi chi dua tay lén ngang
tran chao cho phai l& theo cong udc quéc t&. Nhung,
thinh thoang, tbi vAn bdt gip nhidu dnh midt hin
thu cia hg. Cing ¢6 nhidu ngudi lubn tudi cudi, gat
ra khoi dau 6c chuyén théng hay bai.

Nhitu sf quan tré ngudi Phdp nhin cinh day
nuéc mit gida ngusi &i vd ngudi 6 tai b&n sbng,
lAing ling dua hai bian tay xde, cudi mia, khi bén
ching ta dua hai ngén tay hen “Hai nam”.

Hai ban tay xde cua ching ngu y “Hai chyc
nam”, chi it “Cdng mu&i nam”.

Tren ph8 bi¢n ching téi o thuyst phyc céc
ba me, cdc chj +¢g bét kh6c khi chia tay ngudi than
tai bén tau. Ngoai ra, phadi bao dam bi mAt tdi da
cho s6 ngudi me, ngudi vg, ngudi ydu vi ho phai
¢ lai, tam séng va hoat ddng trong hai nim nga.
Tin tinh bdo chién thuft v& chién lugc ta cho hay,
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cé rdt nhidu luyc lugng thdm béo, tinh bdo cua Phap,
Vit gian, cAc gido phdi dugc gai trong ddm ngudi
dua tién, trong cédc lyc lugng phuc vy tai bén tau ...

Chuyén nay, that ngoai suc ctia don vi phuyc
vy tai b&n tau tap k&t. Chién tranh, bao gi¥ cing
th&. Chién tranh s& cdon kéo dai nhidu nam sau, lai
cang phai the.

Thyc tdm, ching tdi chi khuyén can lay I3
ngudi dua tién. Ching tdi of suc tao diéu kign cho
ngudi ra di va ngudti dua tién gip nhau that nhidu

vao ban dém, trong céc l4n trai di chién quanh khu
tap két.

Dém xudng, cdc l4n trai da chi®n ¢p ep gidp
bla r8y hoang m2ph moéng sdy, 4& tigng &ch, nhéi
kéu ra rich hda lan trong tiéng khéc, ti€ng xi mii,
tidng cdc bd me gid nidc nghen bén vai thing con
trai ddc nhat phai ra di. Bao nhidu tién bac, banh
trdi, vai v6c, me mang d&n hét cho con. Me dan
con trim thd trén d%i. Nao ra Béc, phai goi thu ve
bdo tin cho em ngay. Phai thua véi cy Hb rang
khong thé tin cdi quan Tay duong qui su, cdi quin
Vigt gian phan quéc dugc dau. Phdi tinh truée di.
Ring ngoai xd Béc nghe néi lanh léo Am, rupng
nuong khé lam, phai &n uéng thn tién, rédng luyén
tap cho giéi, cht ngay veé.

Ngoi vidt hang chuc khiau higu cho bén tau
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nghy mai, tdi nghe hét cdc loi dan do dy. Thinh
thoang, dém khuya canh ving, céc sap 432 ngi mon,
tdi van mdt minh véi ngon dén maing séng, hiang
chyc thudc vai trdng duge cing sdn truéc mat. Tei
viet h&t khAu hidu nay d&n khdu hidu khéc. VAn I
nhing khAu hiéu &y théi. VAn nhimg kiu chd “td”
cia tdi thdi. Vai trdng, son xanh, dd, den, vang ...
Ching cln viét bit chi truéc. Tdi quen céng vidc
d¢n vita ngi vira vigt, ma dau vin vao dady. “Di vinh
quang, & cing vinh quang”. “Chao ming fIy ban
gism sit va Kiém st quéc t&” “Hoan hd Hiép dinh
dinh chién Gioneo 1954

Nhidu si quan Phip c6 tudi lan la dén xem
tdi viet khdu hiéu, bdt chuyén bing tiéng Phap. Mét
mdi va khéng vui, ddi lic tdi cing bit chuygn ching
bing tiéng Phd4p. Ching hdi tbi lam nghé, nganh
ndo trong khidng chién. LAm bédo, hay viét sdch tuyén
truydn. Nhé loi cdp trén din do v& bi mét cho sau
nay, tdi bao :

— Ladm muén thdi. MAy nam tru6c vd gan
day, day hoc. Gid day, b&n tau thué v8 khédu hibu,

Tén sl quan Phép cudi, khéng néi gi.

Chic chén 1a hdn khéng tin. C6 thé vi bd dang
cua tdi. C6 thé vi cAch néi cia toéi, khéng o6 vd gi
Ja thay gifio ving ching kiémecat mdy nam qua. C6
th vI tinh bdo cia chung 44 tim hiSu v& 6.
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Tién dan toi :

— Ding néi chuydn véi ching.

— Tai sav ? Téi hoi lai.— Trau ddi ti€ng Phap,
tim hiu ching, cing rit can cho minh.

— Rai ... ty nhién c6 1gnh & lai hoat dong
odng khai ngoadi thanh, khé khan lAm.

Ti€n néi cing cé ly. Nhung, té6i chi muén tim
hidu ching A€ viét tiu thuydt sau nay, d& trau doi
tiéng Phdp.

Nhing ngay nay, dau khd nhft cia nha@ng
ngudi phyc vy bdn tau thp k&t nhu chung téi A
phal ¢in rAing mang bd mit lanh nhu tidn 46 véi
nhing ngudi khép noi kéo vé day dé dua tidn ngudi
than ra di, vi d€ gi? gin cho ho sau nay. Cé thé
ching 42 b{ mat chyp hinh h¢ hang tram, hang
nghin, cing nén. Nhat 12 nhing ¢ gii tién chong,
tién anh, em, cha, me ra 4i. Nhing bd me chién sf,
od 80 khéng chign tidn céc con, chc déng chi chin
nAm qua 461 v6i ho khdc ndo rudt thjt. Chin nim
qua, ching tung m{t d6i quan khéng [6, mdt 5 t{dn
khéng [6 48 ndm nhudng tin tuc dy. Ching bi&t 16,
td nay, hang val chyc nam naa, ti vI tuyén 17 trd
vao la thudc ching. Vit Minh cdng sén dd céd ma
di & at hang thdng nay, dau da d4i hét.

Héom dua tidu doan 307 xubng thu, tof thdy
hénh ditn vi v& mat budn, han lAn kinh né cdia ben
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si quan Phép, nguy. Chic chdn la trong nhidu tén
c6 mat hdmnay da nhidu [An cham mat tiéu doan
307 ti chién truong Doéng Thip Mudi thudc khu
Tam d&n cac vung U Minh, Ca Mau, Rach Gia.

Trong lic tiéu doan 307 rung rung xudng tau,
tdi khong thdy nhing tén si quan tré cudi mia hoic
dua ca hai ban tay xde nhao lai “hai ngén tay” cua
cdc cd gai, cdic b4 me nhu mdy hém trudc.

Tdi dua mit tim trong s§ can bd chi huy quen
thudc cia tiéu doan, xem c6 anh Hang Son tiéu doan
trudng khong, du anh dugc khiéng bang bang ca da
chi#n. Khéng. Chi thdy c6 anh Tién chinh trj vién,
cdc anh cdn bd dai ddi, trung 4di quen thuje.

Céac anh ligc mit mim cudi kin ddo chao tam
biet téi, hen gap nhau ngoai Bic, hoic ¢6 anh nhu
xa thi dai lidn Rua, trung 4di trudng Hén, tiéu ddi
trudng Nguyét hoi tdi rdt nhanh khi buéc qua :

— Nhé trdn Xéo Rd khdong éng vAn si, hea
si 2 Nhd ¢ Mudn, ¢ Thai kh6ng ? Nhé céi nén
ni bdn mdi tréi trén sdng Rach Gid khdng ?

Tdi cing bang hoang hoi lai :

— Anh Hong Son Tiéu doan trudéng dau ?

Nhac si Ngd Huynh néi nhd :

— Ra Bic bing mdy bay rdi. VAn nam ligt.
Coét s6ng lung ... (Ve sau, khi tdp két ra Bic, toi
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dugc biét anh Héng Son vAn bj nhm ligt giudng
hang chyc nam sau trong bénh vién 108. Anh da
dau tranh chju dyng dau d6n, ty hoc ti€ng Nga,
djch duge vaf cuén sdch vAn hoc Nga tof duge doc.
Lic 4y, t8f vixa phyc anh, vita ti€c mét didu la hang
chyc nAm 4y, anh Héng Son khéng vi&t héi ky nhing
nghy cing tiu doan chd lyc Nam Bd 307 chitn dAu
h&t suc anh hting. Cd méi [An nghe anh Quéc Huong
hdt bai tifu doan 307, tdi lai bdi hdi, mdt minh hoi
nhé bao ngay duge chién dau trong 441 ngi tiéu
doan anh hung. Toi chng luy&n tidc, vi sao hang
chyz nAm ddu tranh gian khé &y, anh Hoéng Son
khéng viét hdi ky. T6i cing bist : Khong hén al
muén viét hdi ky déu duge ca. Nhung, hinh nhu
ngudi Nam B chinh cong o6 mdt thudc tinh : Khong
muén k& vé minh. Ngay gia phd gia tdc, cdng rét
{t gia dinh ndo ghi chép. Ngay cing gid cha, éng,
chi nhé trong dau, rdi truyén lai. Troi dAt menh
mbng, vuing hoang vu cdn rat nhidu. Mét cudc dvi,
mét dong ho lai chuyén dich nhizu fan. Vi khéng
khuat phyc k& cAm quydn tan bao. VI mdt mdi thu
tham can cf d& lau dui nao d6. V1 ky hidy, phai d6i
cd tén l&n ho nhiéu [an. Hoang thanh Huynh. Nhan
thaArrth Nhon. Nghia thanh Ngédi. Phdc thanh
Phudc ... Cé giac ngoai xam, ty rén guom, dic sing
l4p thanh 4¢i ngi ma di danh giac. Con sdng, tro
vé manh dit xua, cay cdy, lAm &n. D&t xua bj tranh
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gianh, cuép mAt, bong b& nhau dén ving ddt hoang
vu xa xdi khéng dau chan ngudi, khai phd lam an
sinh sdng. Bao tam tu, khat vong, u budn, nudt vas
tam kham, ké truyén lai con, chdu. ft bign thanh
gidy tring myc den. Tao ra mét 16p ngudi ké chuyén
o6 tai. Dén khi 5 nhitu cude 48i, nhidu 16p ngudi
duge di vao trang sdch, thanh truyén, tho, tudng
tich, cai luong, vong o8 ... thi 1&i 1& trong sich cing
na né 1gi lé ngoai dui : bd ba, sdi 16i, dan da, khoai
ci, choi choi, thidt thigdt, dia dbda, tdu t&u nhu ké
chuyén. K& chuyén cho quén dudng dai trén mdt
chuyén xe, trén mdt chuydn dd doc sdng nudc ménh
mong, chim mudng tao tac, lua trui bat ngit, ca
nhay lac xao. K& chuygn cho quén thdng ngiy cuc
nhoc gida cdnh d6ng dang cay, bia, gat héi ...

... M6t hdm, Tién tir dau chay vé, thd hao hén,
dap manh vao vai téi :

— Dbi.Hinh nhu ...

— Cé4i gi ? Di dau ? Téi phién tyi minh chuén
bj xudng tau ha?— Tai cing hdi hpp hoi t6i tdp.

— C6 mét doan tu Bien Hoa xu8ng .. Toan
con nit .. Nghe néi c6 nhidu dia 13 hoc trd cia
may ¢ Trudng ti€u hoc khdng chién Tan Uyén. Biét
dau c6 tho tu chj Sdu ...

Toéi quang cp, vai, lon son tai chd, cing Tién
men ra ria ray.
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Mét doan con nit that. An mac kidu thanh thj,
nghia & quan sopc, 40 somi trAng, téc tai dang
hoang.

Nghe ching néi nhing tt nhu “dda bip”, “ngya
5", “bd héng” tdi hidu ngay ding la dan Bién Hoa
mién Dong.

Ding nép sau buyi tram gia lao, tdi va Tién
cang mét nhin, héi hdp theo tirng budc di cia ching.
Tuy la Truong ban gido dyc mt huyén khdc, nhung
Tién riat quen thudc dam hoc trd cia huyén téi.

Hai ching tdi nhin nhau, thé dai. Ching o6
dua nao. Khi dua gdi cudi cung vira khudt sau bui
sdy um tum, Tién vdi nhay ra chyp mdt thanh nién
dua dudng ddm tré. Anh ta mang kinh mat gin kin
mat, quan sopc tring, 4o somi tring,di giay da o6
vd tring,tii 0 ngyc chi but Parker My, tay deo
dong ho Wyler, mbi nudc hoa thoang thoang.

Anh ta thyt lui vai bude, va nhay tdi dm cham
tdi va Tién

— Hai 6ng & day ha ? Lam gi ? Lap chién
khu mdi nhu Binh Xuyén, Hbda Hao, Cao dai Tay
Ninh hay ...

Toi vdi vAng bjt miéng anh ta, néi nho :

— N6i nho nho, Van Phong. May ...

— Chin Dinh. Gid kéu tao la Chin Dinh
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Tao duge Tinh uy Bién Hoa giao dua nam tram em
theo dudng thanh xudng bén tau nay .. Trén 46 da
hét thai han chuyén quan tap két tai Ham Tan
Xuyén Moéc ... Troi, chay d6n chay ddo nhu an cudp.
Khé khain du tht cing ching kjp thdi han theo Hig¢p
dinh ... Di, vira di theo tyi né vira néi chuyén. Rbi
hai &éng chi ngudi chi huy ¢ day cho ¢di ban giao lu
tre ...

— Neg, Chin Dinh, ¢é dua nao

— C6 vai dda hoc trd cung cua dng 6 Trudng
Tiéu hoc khang chién Tan Uyén. Téi Long An, nhé
cha me qud, bo cupc vai diva. N6 bao 0, lai tim
chién khu lam an trong giai doan t&i ...”: Ng, nim
traim em nay bj 16 modt phan, khdng thé 42 lai dugc.
Phan 16n la dua ra Bic cho hoc tap cho mién Nam
sau nay. Hai dng hiéu chua ? Vén quf ..

— Bist r6i. Cé tyi thing Nam Binh, Cuc A,
Cic B, Sam, Doan ... Mudi cao, Huu, Cét ..

— Nam Binh emy anh Hai Pinh, C4t, Poan,
Ngoc, Bdu, Hiuu, Ngot, Dinh ... dugc di theo tidu
chuin hin hoi. Tai b&n thu Ham Tan Xuyén Moc.
Ong khéi lo ...

Toéi ming cho ching né: Nhung, gid c6 ching
né tai day vai ngay cung chung tdi ... Téi ngin ngo,
tham ao udc vay.

Chin Dinh nhin tdi va Tién mot ldc, thi tham :
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— Hém minh ra Bién Hoéa “ddi xac”, thi anh
Hai Dinh anh cda Nam Binh da “lan” qua tinh khac
cang nhidu cin by duge phan cong & lai. Ong Chin
Qui phé tudng cia anh Tam Nghe trd vé sdng chét
véi chién khu D cho sau nay. Nghe dng Chin Qui
him he tui Vigt gian mdi tiép quan vung bd sdng
chién khu D 44 dd trd khing b, tra thu. “Tao se
16t da tui bay nhoi trau”. Ong Chin Qui bin tin vay
d6. Ma cd le dng s& lam thieét. Ne, ngé bd khéng
ém dau. Tiép quan tdi dau, ching lap te, lang x4,
tra thu, dja chu, cudng hao theo chan tdi d6. Da
hiép dam dan ba, con gai, lap sd gia dinh Vigt
cong ..

Ba anh em ching tdi ngd méng ra bén tau
Chac Bang. Tau b2 chen chic, n a0, ndo nhiét. Ho
cé bigt dau, qué nha cia ho gid phit nay ... da dim
chim trong khéi lia, khing bd, tra thu tham djc ...

Tién tim dua cho Chin Dinh m¢t 6 banh mi
nhan thjt. Chin Dinh &n ngon lanh, cip kiéng mat
to tuéng treo long thong duéi da cd. Chgt nhd ra,
Chin Dinh bao nhd, gan nhu thl tham sau khi nhin
ngdé bdn chung quanh :

— Tao c6 gap chi Sdu d by sdng DPdng Nai.
Chj Sdu ddo déc tim ting onr bd ddi ram rap kéo
qua séng, xudng Ving Tau. Anh Bay, anh Ba, chj
Sédu cia Bdn da bo chién khu trd vé lang Binh Long
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bén niy sdng réi. TAt ca gia dinh ly huong trong
chin nAm qua déu lam nhu vay, dé bao v@ nhau trén
lang ci. Ba Sdu md Bén van d tam tai chg Bién
Hoa, tinh sau. Gia dinh Tién thi, tao khong sao gap
dugc trong cdi vo “cong tu” thj thanh thé nay. Ai
tin ? Lo md, nhiém vy khdng hoan thanh vaiy m
“vdn qui” cho mién Nam sau nay, dit dau nhu
chai

Toéi va Tién nhin nbhau. Thai, danh véi tin tuc
gia dinh the& thdi. Ching tréng moung gi hon. Bubdn,
vui lan 1én.

Chin Dinh ¢ chung ¢ quan Gisdo dyc Téan uyén
vdi t8i nhidu nam qua, sau chuyén +é huygn Dong
Nai mdi thanh lap (huyén chién khu D). Hoat bat.
Thong minh. Tan tyy. Nha 6 gan nha anh Tdm
Nghé¢. Nhing nghy d6i khat 1946—1950, toi, Tién,
anh Nhj Nguy2n, Thanh Hau, Thanh Héa, Thanh
Tao ... thuong kéo nhau ra nha Chin Dinh sat bo
song Dong Nai kiem cdi an, tAm tap. Khi mdt quai
dita lh¥a, dira xieém. Khi mdt con gAd ndu xdéi ddu
xanh. Cé Tan, tranh nhau &n con ga ndu chdo, noi
chdo dd tran xuéng dat, manh dua ndo nhat duge,
cid an. Chang ai trdch ai. G d6 trach cd, c6 con
migng thit nao cho vd migng dau.

Chin Dinh o6 tuéng mao phong nhi, thu sinh.
Cé 1& do vay ma Tinh uy quyét dinh cho Dinh 4oi

.76 -



MOT ANH SAO DEM

Idp-“céng chic” dua nam trAm tré em con gia dinh
cich mang, lién lac o0 quan, tré mo cdi theo dutng
odng khai xuéng tan b&n tau nay. Cong lao nay that
to léin. Khong biét sau nay, khi nim tram em hém
nay dugc hoc hanh thanh ngudi hdu ich cho xa hoi,
cho mién Nam, cic em c6 nhd c6éng on Chin Dinh
khong ?

Con Chin Dinh, sau khi ban giac nam trim
em cho cin bd chi huy b&n tau xong, nim lAn ra
sap d& canh bia ritng ngi vii. Doan duong tir Bién
Hoa xudng tdn day di khién anh ghy xop, &n khdng
ngon, ngu khdong yén. Thiéu gi bat tric doc dudng
? Tai nan giao thong. Do, pha. Myt em nao dé nhé
cha me, nhd qué, bo cudc. Mot thaing mat thim nao
d6 ngia mét ty hoi : Di ddu ma ca bay ca ld of
td chuc dang hoang th& ndy ? Vay la sinh sy ngay
thoi.

(Sau nam 1975, Chin Dinh c6 tim gip lai tdi
khi tdi dang phy trdch Chi tich Hdi Van nghe¢ Pong
Nai va Giam déc Nha xuadt ban Pang Nai). Budi sing
gip g3 Chin Dinh, tdi bang hoang, mAy ngay sau
khéng sao séng tdc dugc. Trong tdi ndy y muén sip
x&p thoi gian con lai dé viét cupc 4di cua Chin Dinh
va cdc ban than quen trong chin nam khdng chién
chdng Phdp, hai chuc nam khdng chién chéng My.
Tim dau ra thdi gian ? Céng viéc nay dbi hdi nhiéu
thoi gian, cdng sue. Cong suc thi tdi ty tao duge.
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Cong suc d& viét lam sao bl dugc obng suc cdc anh
dd ra cho hai cudc khdang chién to lén vira qua ?

Mét ong gia dung trudc cua nha téi trong héem
Lo Heo sit by séng Pong Nai. Ong gia ngoeo dau,
mim cudi, mdt cdi chan hgi khap khiéng, tay cam
mdt bd gidy cudn tron.

— Bi6t tdi la ai khong ? — Ong gia ngit
nguong ho.

Kinh nghiém ti sau ngay giai phong -dén
gity : Ai tim hoi minh thé, tdyc la ban chi than trudc
day. T6 B4 Hung, bdc Ba Phung, anh Mai Son Vigt,
anh Phan Duy Khai, ca cdc hec trd than ygu cua
tdi thoi Trudng tiéu hoc khéng chign huyén Tan
Uyeén.

Ngay tdi mdi ddn 4di lam. phim “Chién thdng
XuAn 75 lich su” va thanh phd Bién Hoéa, mét od
gdi m@ map, mat trdi xoan, mdi ding la doc dia,
mit motmi dang ngdi bdn trdi céc bén dudng nhay
x5 ra can dudng anh em ching ti, hai tay .chéng
nanh cat ti€ng hoi tbi :

— Bi€t tof 1a ai khong ?

Céc quan dgo difn, quay phim dat ra, lom
lom vhin ngé g quanh, sfin sang bio vé tdi.
Nhin cd gii mot hic, tir cdi mui, déi mdt, khuén
mat, nhAt la 48i moéi mong, tdi la lan :

— Phai may la con nhé Cic B khdng ?
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Th& la Cdc B nhay 12n deo cd tdi, nude mit
nhu mua. Hai thay trd dm nhau khéc ngay gap mat
sau hon hai chuc nam xa cdch. Cdc anh dao dién,
quay phim ngdn ngo lhic ldu méi thdo mdy quay
phim, 1dp kinh quay chdp ngay canh “trung phung”
ay. |

Con bay gids, 6ng gia hoi tdi cing vAn cdu hoi
Ay la ai ?

Lan tim trong tri nhé ngay xua, tit nam 1945
dén 1954, dén 1975, nhin ddng dung va cai dau
ngoeo ngoeo mdt ben, tdi hoi

— C6 phai cha n¢i Chin Dinh — Van Phong
khdng, chong c6 Dado & gan nha anh Huynh Van
Nghé ...

Chin Dinh lau nude méat, gat dau va 6m cham
tof. CAl b6 gidy cuén trdon rol xudng nén nha. Toi
cdi xubng lugm bé gidy.

Chin Dinh ot dung thé nhin téi, lai lau nudc
mAt va bao nhd giong hol nhju, khéng sang trong
phy nam xua tai bén tau thp k&t Chic Bang hay
nhfng ngay & chung ban gido duc Huyén Tan Uyen :

— Chy, tim 6ng dut hoi. Vay 1a dng Trvi cing
cdn ¢6 mit.

Pha nuéc mdi Chin Dinh, ti hoi ngay :
— Sao, tU nghy giai phéng tdi git, c6 dia ndo
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trong nam tram em nhodngay & bé&n tau tap két Chac
Bang tim tham ong khéng ?

Ny cudi cia Chin Dinh hoi méo, giat giat. Ca
mét bén mit cing nheo nheo, gidt giat. Long tdi se
lai. Troi, hau nhu tat cA nhdng ngudi tdi ghp lai tur
sau nghay giai phéng, khdng mot ai nguyén ven. Gia
thi Ja 16 trdi dat roi. Toi cing th¥ thdi. Nhung, toi
néi rang : Hau nhu khdng mdt ai nguyédn ven. Than
thé nidi ngudi mot bénh tat, thuong tich. Giong néi
médi ngudi mdt khdac trudc : Ngusi thl giong khan
khan vi bj tra tan, thanh quan bj ddt, ndi nhiéu
Bin. Ngusi thi mit so lach, giat bdn lién tuc vi bj
tra dign. Ngudi thi chan khap khidng, budc di phang
ngang phang ngia. Nhidu ngudi toan rang gia tuy
cing cung tudi tbi thoi.

Cdn cudc dui ba chyc nim aua v ? Téi lam
gao ké xiét, du tdi c6 hang chuyc nam trdi, cdn da
sic cam ldy bit nhu ngay xua ?

Khéc nhirng ban be ghp lai trudec, Chin Dinh
ft noi, it cudi tay lam le bS gidy cam tay. Tin tic
vé nhing ban be khac thl mdi nghy mdt vgi di. Vai
nAm sau giai phéng, cing da dugc bidt kha kha roi.
Ai chét thi da chét rdi. Bj djch giam gi® & Cén
Dao, Phi Quéc, thi cing di vé r6i néu cdn sdng
g6t. Ai thudc dign cai tao thi cing da 4i cai tao roi.
Bay gid, chi con cai tham kin nhiat cua ban be, cua
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ca téi nva.

Hai ching t6i lang & ngdi bén 4m trd bén by
song Dong Nai d&n trang sd xuéng phia bén kia
ciu Mdi.

Chin Pinh lau nuéc mit vi odn duge gip lai
nhau du sao, cing cdn dugc mdt ngudi biét minh.
Chin Dinh bao thé, trao tdi b gidy cuén tron, ra
di, khap khénh, con mi#t nheo nheo, bén md giat
giat, mdt con mit do d4pc vi nhieu nam bj giam
cam, bj ke thu tra tan doc dja.

Todi [an lugt gic bo gidy td ra xem, ngao ngdn
cho than phan Chin Dinh, than phan éo le cua nhiéu
ban bé. Toan la don ti khiéu nai, nhd xac nhan nam,
thing c6 tham gia khang chién,nam thiang bj djch
giam cAm & nha td nao, ai biét ?

Khi ti gia ching tdi @ bén tau tap két Chic
Bang, Chin DPinh van b) 18t “céng ti bdt” ra Bac
Liéu tr9 lai Sai Gon. Tim gip duge cd sd, bdo cdo
da hoan thanh viéc dua nam tram em nho xudng
Chic Bang, xudng tau tap két day du,.. anh da bj
ching bit h&t sdc bat ngy. Va ti 46, cudc ddi anh
1a cudc 4di tu tdi bj cidc cyc hinh tan bao nhat ...

Giai phéng i, nhidu ngudi cé6 thé ching nhin
cho anh da khong con nda, hoac d dau cing khong
bigt. Lam sao giip anh biay gig ?

Tbdi biét chyd : Nhidu ban bé ¢é6 tam trang nhu
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Chin Dinh tim d&n t6i 1a vi t3i |a Nha Van, la Nha
Bao. Chu cAi' cuong vi cdng téc clia tdi hign nay,
an nham g ! Ac thay, cdi Nha Van, Nha Bdo tai
mang hi¢n nay, ciing ching giip gl cho cic ban than
cd tAm trang, hoan canh hét suc éo le.

Toi chgt nhé mét quyén sidch cua Lién Xo tdi
dugc doc trudc ngay giai phéng :“Di tim ngusi anh
hung thanh Breste”. ThanhBreste la phdo dai bj quén
phat xit Hitle tan odng md dau cudc khang chién
vé¢ qudc vi dai cua Lién Xd. Tac gia djnh di suu
tam tai lidu that 4& vidt tdc pham dy. Sudt may
nam troi, tdc gia da ghp rat nhieu chién si bao v@
thanh Breste cdn sdng so6t, 4a minh oan, gidi thig¢u
cho hang tram nhan dan X8 Viét va th&€ gidi biét
cudc 4a¥i, chién cdng va nhing nghy dau chién dau
bio vé& thanh Breste ... Hang tram ngudi chién si
anh hung bj oan ydc &y, hang tram nhan dan X
Viét gdi thu cdmy on tdc gia. Nhd ngoi biat va tdm
Ibng cua tdc gia ma nhung ngay cudi 48i cua ho
duge thoai madi, luong tdm thanh than, tuy vat chat
va nam thédng thi khong sao lay lai duge nda rdi ...

Gia t8i con niAm trong tay tdi dugc vai chuc
nam cAm biit, tdi s& gianh phan thdi gian thich dding
cho viéc viét mot cudn sidch vé nhing ban bd di b
nhiéu cong hién cho ngay hém nay, nhung vi hoan
canh éo le cua chign truong, cua dat nudc, vi hai
cupc khang chién chéng Phdp va My quid dai, dai
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gip nam [an cudc chién tranh vg qudc cua Lien X6,
ma cdn rat nhiéu ngudi, nhiéu chién céng vin codn
thAm lang, nhidu canh doi udn khic chua duge cdi
md ..

Cé6 ai thdy khdang : Trong mét ly bia Tiger sui
bot tran mép, trong mot ly rugu ngoai rdt dat tien,
trong mot bira tidc tdn hang triéu dong, trong vanh
mdi son cia cdic co gdi dep, cidc ¢d bd nhi, cdc ¢d
vg hai, vg ba ... déu cé giot gipt mau, md hoi, deéu
c6 nhung tiéng thd dai cua bigt bao con ngusi con
am thim vi ca cudc dgi da cong hién cho ngay hom
nay.

Cé ai thay khdng ? C6 ai nghe khong ?
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Chuong bén

To6i va Tién duge lénh xuéng tau Stavropon
cia Lién Xd dé ra Bédc bén ngoai vam cia sdng ong
Déc.

Trui da sang dong, tro lanh. Phao Té&t dau dé
da di dung nd. Hay sing khiing bd cia giac d nhing
ndi ching vita ti€ép quan ?

Bén tau typ k&t Chic Biang da ving tanh. Thé
nhung, vdn cdn vuong van trong tdi hinh anh hang
traim, hang nghin con ngudi chan dat, quan 4o ba
ba den, ¢ quan khan rin, lung deo hdp guygd dyng
thvc &n 4di dudng, vai mang sung cac loai, dau ddi
nén nan tre ty dan bec vai ka ki c6 gin ngb??ghng
ty vé ty théu lay.

Ho cAn ring, nudt 12 trudc gis phuit chia tay
ngudi than, manh dat qué huong. Cé rit nhiéu ngudi
khong cdon mdt ngudi than nao dé dua tién. Ho cdi
cit hic ra di, roi mai day, s& cdi cit trd vé manh
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diat qué huong.

Toi da ching kién rat nhidu canh mot o gai
la vg, la ngudi y2u, la em hodic chj cia ngudi ra di
cAim khan rhn lau nudc mit nhu mua, chay rugt
theo con tau doc b sdng ChiAc Bang day lau, siy
bit bung, hoang di, d&n hai ban chan tée mdu, mat
miy x38i mdu tudi vi lau s3y cua, canh cay quat,
quet ...

Cé nhing ba me gia nhay xudng dong sdong
Chic Bang 1pi theo con tau .. Nudc con séng Chic
Bang 1gau d6, vang dau, bap bénh nhiéu byc ny
long, khan rhn, quan &o rdch,titng dam lyc binh trd
bong ... Réi nhidu chigc thuyén con cheo dudi theo
vdt bdA me lén thuydn, nuéc miat, nudc sdng dam
mai dau bac, d6i vai gay gd run rdy nhu than say,
than c0 mong manh ...

Hang tram, hang nhin thuyén chd doan ngudi
tap két ching tdi ra tau Stavropon vao quang gida
dém. Khong khau hifu dua tién. Khoéng ngudi than
dua tién. Nhung, nudc mit gia biét thi khic gi o
bén tau tdp k&t Chic Biang hai thang qua.

Tau Stavropon nhu mdt thanh phé nho, sang
rvc &nh dén. Gita dém den ma trong ré rang ld oo
bia litm mau 46 trén dng khéi tau.

Puing la chuyén cudi cung.
Khi doan thuyén chd ching tdi dén tau, thi
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con tau da day khadm ngudi. Gan hai nghin con nguoi
dugc nhét vao byng con tau.

Céc dong chi Liéen X6, Ba Lan, cic ban An
Do nim tay kéo ching tdi lén bac thang cudi cing,
niém nd, tudi cudi. Hinh nhu cdc ban 4y khéng thoi
nhin ngé vao by, b6n chung quanh mat bién, lang
nghe tiéng sing tid by vong ra. Lo 1dm chd. La. chuyén
di cudi cung, nghia 1A tur gio phit nay, manh dait
nta nudc trong kia thupc quyén quan ly cua bon
ching.

Téi xa nha, xa dong sdong Pong Nai ti nim
1945, xa dit mién Déng ti nam 1952. D sao, chin
nam quh, tdi cing da quen vdi cudc sdong tap thé,
xa cach cha,me, anh chi em rudt thit. Nhung giay
phit chia tay nay, tdi béng tham cam on chj Sdu
tdi, cic anh t6i khdng cé mat noi day. Thé mdi biét
noéi dau chia ly nay 16n lao d8n ching nao, du ldc
ay, trong chung t6i, khdng ai c6 thé biét duge : Phai
hai chyc nam sau day mau va nudc mit, ai trong
ching tdi hom nay cdn sdng s6t, mdi dugc trg ve
qué huong. Mot qué huong didu tan, kigt qué, gia
dinh nao cing thd ngudi cam sing cia hai phia.

Khi buéc d&n néc thang tau cudi cing, toi
thodng gap nhiéu ngudi c6 tudi quan khan ran, doi
nén rong vanh sum sup, lat dat tu boong tau budc
tr6 xudng nhing con thuyén bap bénh, nhay cdn
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nhu nhing con ngya chi€n. Téi giat minh, vi trong
thay nhitu ngudi quen quen, hinh nhu ¢6 ca dong
chf L& Dudn nua. Dong chi Ay “danh trdo” & lai véi
manh dit nay u ?

Phai 19i. Khong th¥, dau o6 dugc vdi ching.

Céc dong chi 4y da phai rmic vao bong tdi,nhu
nam xua, t¥ béng tdi hidn ra trong ngay Déc lap
Ty do nam 1945.

Theo Tign [An xudng tan gida byng con tau,
ma tdi khdng sao quén dugc hinh anh ciac déng chi
dy lan theo thang cau tau xudng lai con thuyén nhay
cdn, mong manh, bién va mat bién t3i den.

Anh Lau, thudng gpi la Capitaine Lau, tidu
doan trudng chuyén di cda tdi va Tién dén gap toi,
bio nhd tdéi trén tang ba kidu giudngnhieu tang :

— Trén chi djnh ciu lam Chinh trj vién kiém
dai ddi trudng modt dai ddi. Day, danh sdch dai d¢i
cia ciu day. Téi la Tiéu doan trudng.

Trong cidnh tranh tdi tranh sding gida bung
con tau khéng [d ching chinh, nghiéng nga, tdi oo
cam tudng chuing tbéi dang hoat d¢ng bi mat giua
rung gia trudc day.

Tdi chua duge quen miit Capitaine Lau, nhung
dq thdy anh va nhidu bic ky hea chan dung anh
dan tén vach nha ba Noi & Rach Chét — Cai Tau
khi tdi dang theo hoc trudng Trung hoc khang chién
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Nam B nam 1951 va Trudng Su pham Nam B
nam 1949

Lic ay, khang hidu hoa si nao vé ky hoa chan
dung anh Lau, anh Huynh Thd, anh Huynh Phan
Ho, Truong Van Giau treo trén vach nha ba Nbi.
Ham thich h¢i hoa, toi thudng tha than ra nha ba
N6i mua banh bao, ngim nhin nhung bic ky hea
chan dung ay. Nay gap lai anh Lau, tdi nhd ra ngay.

Hen dja diém hdi hop hang ngay, ban giao
danh sach xong, anh Lau [an ra phia mii tau.

Toi va Tién héi hdp xem lai danh sich dai ddi
tdi phai phu trach nhdng ngay lénh deénh trén bién
Nam Hai, doc theo hinh chi@ S cia dat nudc. Cang
xem, tdi va Tién cang thay vui vui. Trong danh sach
dai doi, thdy cé tén cac anh chj quen bi&t nhu :
Nha didu khiac Tran Van Lim va chj, nhac si Van
Luu, hoa si Tran Kim, kjch si Minh Trj va chj,nghg
si U Pa tic Jozep Eduard, chi ganh hat Té Hug,
va hau hét la ngudi thude Trudng Tidu hoe binh si
Mien Tay, ngudi thudc phong chinh trji Phan lién
khu mien Tay ...

Tien 6 y lo ldng, bao :

— Mot dai d6i toan van nghg si c6 tiéng, tri
thic va linh van phong. Mét diy. Khong giogn duge
dau ...

— Nhung khong nhan sao dugc ? Danh chju
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cyc thdi. Tdi dau hay 46 vay

Tdi n6i manh thé cho Ti&n yén tam, binh tinh
giup toi.

Tdi con la gl tdi nda ? C6 chi huy mét don
vi cu thé tap trung déng dao thé nay bao git dau :
Tuy dd nhitu nam lam Trudng ban gido dyc mét
huyén nhidu nam lam Bi thu Lién chi bp céc oo
quan khéng chi€n hanh chanh huyén gom Gido dyc,
Xa héi, Thoung tin, cg quan uy ban khang chién hanh
chdnh, Y t& .. nhung dau c6 tip trung nhu cii dai
doi ndy ? Cdi yeu 2ia toi la con sd. Tdi khéng sao
nhé dugc cdc con so. Cdi manh cia toi la suy nghi
bing hinh tugng, bang sy viée, bing ky uc.

Con tau chd hang hai nghin ngudi qua khoi
Con Dao men theo doan cong chi S cudi cung dat
nude, ra hdi phan quéc té.

Dén ngay tht ba lénh dénh gita ménh mong
trdfi, nuéec, hang trim ngudi bj song nhoi, nam dai,
ndn théc ndn théo tai ché.

Hinh nhu con tAu lhii sAu vho trung tam mdt
con bdao ndo dé. N6 nghieng nga dén ba muci df.
Thic 4n, nudc trén chc giudng tang 4o x8i xudng
tang du6i. Ngudi phai bam thang giuting, non oe,
kéu khéc. Mai hadi thdi, miui md hoéi hang hai nghin
con ngudi lau nghy khéng tim nta, mii thic an bj
nén muaa ... Khdng sao chju ndi.
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gy

Dén cic chi em nu ngugng nging la thé, ma
danh nhim mAt ngdi tai chan giudng gida hang
nghin ngudi ... khéng sao di dugc mdt bubc vao chéd
cin thiét.

T6i phai cing Tién [An theo thanh giudng, di
kh#p cac tAng giuong, tim cdc anh chj em trong dai
do6i nghé si cia tdi.

That 1a thé tham. Khéng chd nao c6 duge mot
ngon gié lanh khéng mang mui hoi thdi. Tau nay
von la tau chd hang, duge cdp tdc sda lai thanh tau
chd ngudi, di hang thing troi tu Vladivostbe  mdi
xudng duge tdi Ca Mau, Bac Lidu ...

Trén tAng giudng chéng cheénh, nghiéng nga
dd doi, nha diéu khdc Tran VAn Lim hai ban tay
bdm chat thanh giudng, mat tdi xanh vi qua nhféu
con ndn mia. Chj LAm vén hong hao, vui tinh cing
dA dugi. bdm thanh giudng, dénh dang, coi md la
theé, ma gig ghp lai tof, chi lic dAu, théu thao :

— Sno rbdi chu, dai 49i truong ? Ching nao
mdi t4i ?

Tdéi nhin anh va lic dau :

— Truéc nam 1945, anh cdn c6 ra Bidc doi
[An. T6i dAu c6 ra 46 [An nao dAu ma biét ?

Chj Lim nhin Tién ding canh, rdng cudi :
— Hoéi éng hoc trudng My thuat Gia Djnh,
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dng o6 ra d6 mét [an.

Anh Tran Van Lim lidy khin tay chii mép,
cudi khé kha :

— Goi la Ecole de beaux Art de Gia Dinh.
Thue Ay Nam Ky o6 thém mt trudng My thuat
ulta, d6 la truong Ecole d’Art Bien Hoa xi¢ cua ong
Bén vdi dng Tién day.

Ching tdi trd chuyén trong khi con tau van
lic mgah. Db dac trén giuong nghigng nga, nhéo
nhao. Trée con bdm me, kéu, khéc, 6i, mua khdp noi.

Toi lai [An theo mép ting chiéc giudng déi,
di tim tham cdc ddi vién trong dai ddi cua tdi khip
cdc tAng giudng, noi dau tdu, cudi tau.

Vg chdng anh Minh Trj vdn cudi ndi binh
thuong. Minh Tricdn ddnh guita cho chj vg hat nhiédu
biii thoi dau Nam B$ khang chién.

Trén tAng hai, nhac s Van Luu mang kinh
tring nim khoanh, v ¢ trong cf, tay nham nhe cay

viet chl. C6 12 anh dang sdng tdc, hay ghi chép mdt
t¢ nhac ndo dé chot dén.

Dang [An theo mép giudng, ldo diao nhu say
rugu vl con tau bdng dung lc manh qud, bdng tbi
tréng thdy anh Hoang Xuan Nhj tya lung vao thanh
givang, mang kidng lao, doc mét quydn sich tidng
Nga. Anh ldm nhdm, hai khde miéng déng bot nudc
dac quénh nhu khi dang giang cho ching toi ¢
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trung Trung hoc khdng chién Nguyén Coéng My.

Gap lai tdi trong hoan canh nay, anh vui ming
ra mit.

Dat quyén sdich day xuéng givang anh chui
meép, trao tdi cdc nudc bing nhya ; giong xui nghe
nang quanh :

— Bdn binh thudng hi ? Cé bj ndn ge nhieu
khong hi ?

Toi nidm tay anh rdt lau, chio nhé va ngdi
ghe canh giudng :

— Da, tdi khong bj ndn ge. Cing may.

— Rua, la mimg, hi. Nhidu anh chj em khdng
ngoi day duge. Ching com chéo chi ma.

Thdy tdi cham chd nhin vao quyén sdch, anh
cudi cudi bao:

— Minh tranh thu thoi gian di thu hoc tigng
Nga. Ra Bic, rat can tiéng Nga. Nhd biét tieng Anh,
tigng Phap, tiéng Trung Quéc, nén minh tu hoc
tieng Nga cing nhanh théi.

Anh lai lyc thém vai quyén sich tiéng Nga
day d dau giuvong bao toi :

— Pay la qua cuia cac thiy thu Nga.tang minh.
Qdi 1Am, hi. Gido trinh vAn hoc Nga ciia Nubardp.
Tuyén tap tho cia Maiacopky .. Bén con tré, nén
tranh thu hee thém vai thu tiéng nudc ngoai, hi.
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Lam nha van, rdt can ngoai ngd, hi.

Dang néi chuyén, bdng anh cam bit ghi chép
gi d6 vao quyén sd tay. Ch¥ viét cda anh ri ri. diy
mat gidy. Anh bdo tin vé vui ming :

— Gia dinh anh Hoang Minh Vién cing di roi.
V¢ chéng Hoang Xuan Binh cing da di. Cic cau
gido vien céc Trudng Trung hoc khang chién déu
duge tap ké&t, hi : Cdc cau Hoang, An, Tan, céic chj
Lién, Phuong .. LAn ni, héi ngd tai cdc trung tam
dai hoc tat Ha No¢i, cht khong phai trung thm van
héa khdng chi®n Rach Chét — Cai Tau U Minh,
hi ?

L2nh dénh gi¥a hai phin qudc t& ménh mong
trdi, nude sudt gan thang tidi, bj mot tran bao, hai
fAn bj may bay phan lyc My ra sit dé kiém tra hay
gi gi 46, con tau ching tdi mdi lpt vao vung vinh
Bic Bd.

Hon hai nghin con ngudi chua ting bigt thé
nao la cdi lanh x¢ Bhc, run lap cip, mdi nut ne,
quin chan khép ngudi.

Con tau chp b&n tigp dén Sam Son, djp gidp
Tét nguyén dén 1954.

Ching ti fAn lugt xuéng hang trim chiéc
thuyén vo gon, thuyén nan, vao bai cat Sam Son.
Cé ngudi cing o6 mang éo len. Hau hét chi phong
phanh b quan do mdng xud néng quanh nam. Rang
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danh vao nhau d&n & am. Tay chan lanh céng. Hang
nghin con ngudi xdac xo sau hang thang trgi lenh
dénh, vat vy trong bung mdt con tau khéng [
nghiéng nga, bji non mua lién mién, nay lai bj cai
lanh giap Tét xu BiAc, cang tham hai.

Budi sdng sém hém 4y, qua that Ia ching tadi
bang hoang truéc mei thit : Nhing con thuygn ming,
thuyén nan quid bé nhé Nhung ngudi chéo thuyén
mac toan d6 cham, d6 gu, quin khan sum sup. Phy
nd thi ring den, khan modqua cing den. nhat la
chiéc vdy dup den, bac théch. Tiéng néi tro tre,
khoug sao nghe duge. Pén nhdng con bd, con triu
tha than, chiéc cay chia vbdi, chiéc ba nhé xiu, chiéc
cao c¢o0 nhu dd choi, hay d& dién kjch ...

Ching tdi ngo ngin, tran tréi, rén rén, thi
tham, dua m#t nhin nhau vdi biét bac cau héi tham
kin.

Cung mdt TS qudc cé hon bdn nghin nam ljch
si, cing mdt bpc con Hdong chdu Lac, vay ma budi
sing =m hom A4y, ching tdi nhu bo vo gida mdt
xd¢ sd hoan toan xa la.

Thanh tiung dai d¢i, ching tdi hanh quin
nghiém chinh vao mét xé6m gan bai bidn cé nhidu
phi lao, tram, cdt bay mu trdi.

Anh chj nao cing xuyt xoa, cdm rém, dua tay
quet mdi lién tyc.
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Trong nhing chiéc ldn bang tre, nda, cdc ba
me, ong bd, cdc em bé nhd ngudi, gay 6m dén anh
chj em ching tdi h&t sic niém nd chan tinh. Tra
thu, ché tuci G trong &m tich, thudc lao rit xéng
x¢c vuj tai, riu rit nhu cédc thd tiéng chim trong
rmg la.

Ching tdi dugc mdi ngudi hai didu thusc la
Dai Tiégn Mbén cia Trung Qudc. Ngat lam déi, lam
ba nhét vao nd didu cay, goi la “dd ga”; say mém
bén ban, do cudi do méu. Cic cd gdi Sam Son che
mi¢ng cudti, md 46 rung nhu qua ca chua.

Dém dau tién trén dat Bic, ching tbi duge
ph{;t mdi ngudi mot chife chan bdng, vo chan mau
hoa sic s3. Nam lan ra tr2n sap, cudn tron gida
nhing chi€c chin bdng day cpp, ching téi 16 dau
ra nhin nhau, cudti toe toét : La vA budn cudi thé
ndo &y. Ngoal dau lén, gié mun déng rd rit ghe sqg.
Céi lanh gidp Tét theo ket vdch thél manh vao khién
ching tbi co rim. Rbdi hai, ba ngudi nhay vho nim
chung nhay, trim kin dAu, kin chan, ngud{ vén cu
bap bénh, chao ddo nhu vAn cdn dang trén bién ca,
nén nao th€ ndo &y.

Chéc ch8c, lai ¢é6 ngudi tung chanthd mii ma
ngoai, khjt khit, Mdi hay, c6 ngudi hang thang troi
trong bung con tau, khéng thay quan éo, khéng tim
rda mot fan goi la ob.
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S4ng e6m, tiéng kéng Sam Son ddnh vang.
Ching tdi 16i cing tung chan ving diy duge, ngdp
ngap. md mi¢ng néi chuydn, thdy hoi béc thanh khéi,
la lung nhin nhau.

Sau gis tap thé duc dudi rang thdng gié 1ong,
lai rd nhau chay ra cdnh dong truéc mat, nhdy bd
xudng nhing thia ruéng nudc, tram minh, tdm tép,
tim cA dau, c6. Lanh tim moi, tim minh may. May
dng lao chay ra kéu thét, f 8i. Hiéu ra, ching tai
run lap clp chay vao lén, thay nhanh quan do, ngudi
néng ham hap.

Thé la sung phdi, ho hen, ngudi ngua ngay.
Lam sao biét duge nudc rupng 6 day chua day phéan
trau, phan ngudi, goi la phan béc ... Nhitu ciu dang
6i mua, run cam cap, lai méc hong cho nén ra ky
hét cdi chiat nuéc do, chat phan trau, phan bic ..

Cai Tét dau tien 4 xu Béc la nhu thé day.
Chung tdi cang bdi hdi nhd nhing cai Tét xa xua,
va nhing cAi Tét khdng chién ¢ mién Nam queé
huong quen thudc. Pung cdi gi cing dem ra so sdnh
v8i qué minh trong Nam. Trau, bd trong Nam lén
con hoan. Chiéc cay, chiéc bira trong Nam Ién hon,
dai hon va nhidu raing hon. Tiéng néi trong Nam
dé nghe hon ..

Dém dém, sau khi hdi y cung Ban chi huy
tidu doan do anh Lau diéu khién, tdi tré vé ldn
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trong tam trang hét sic khé tia. Nhd qué huong
trong Nam. Nh6 moi thd, td vat dat mdi cay lat,
cdi cAm con trau Chan gia bj ran deo day, d&n khu
ring chdy sém & chién khu D chin mua gian khd ...

Dong thui, trong tdi vAn am [ modt hdo huc
tham lang : Tim hidu 1¥i &n, ti€ng néi. phong tyc,
tip quén, ngudi dan mién Bic ... 4€ c6 thé vidt tidu
thuyét hay gi gi d4y goi 12 van chuong.

Con tuong lai, cdng tac sip tdi, that ra, t&i
khdong suy nghi lAm. Hau h&t anh chi em cung
chuyén tap k&t v6i tdi deu cé tadm trang than tho,
bang hoang nhu tdi : Con dudng phfa trude ching
t8i khéng rd rang l&m nhu nhing nim khdng chién
quen thudc : Ngay mai, thdng t6l, minh sé lam gi ?
dich s lam gi ?

Mia d6ng nam ay, Sam Son, Thanh Hoa ddi
gh? gdm. Cong thém cdi lanh hoanh hanh, cdi d6i
cang tdc oai tac quai.

Mbi bia &n, ddn vj ching t0i phai gianh phén
com cho hang chyc chiau nho rach rudi, 6m tong
teo dung chung quanh. Ddi khi c6 ca ngudi gid rach
rudi, déi Khat cing dé&n chia tay xin com.

Khong tai nao nudt ngon lanh miéng com néng
trong miéng. Nhieu anh em chi &n qua ica mdt chén.
Thé la cac chdu nho sa vao .. T9i qua.

Pam dén, ching tdi cing nhudng nhitng chiéc
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chan bdng day cho cdc chdu dang nkm khoanh trong
chiéc nong lanh léo canh bép.

Bao nhiéu quan 4o kaki chi&n lgi ph&m, éo len
mang t¥ Nam ra, ching tbdi tdp trung lai, cho céc
chiu vA ngudi gia trong xém.

Mot dém, di tuan tra cdc vong gdc trd ve,
chui vao man, d& chén 4m ra, dyng mét cd gai nim
khoanh con tdm, run lap chp ...

Thé& 1a t8i chui vao man cia Tién. N6i th& nao
bay gig ?

Tiéu doan huy d9ng ching téi tham gia sdn
xuét cing dja phuong : Gdnh nuédc tudi xu hao, bidp
cdi. Cay, bra. Nh8 cd lia.

Mot bufli, dai d6i ching t4i 1am gay haei, ba
chiéc cy, bﬁffdbng bao. Chiéc ciy nhdé qud ma, chi
bing bidp chan thdi. Nhitéu anh vdc mdt hic ba chiéc
cay, ba chiéc bira, cing cAm day mii bd “vdt, vat”
ra ding l&m. An cay mdt cdi, vung roi, chiéc cay
gay loi.

Mét budi gdnh nudc tudi xu hao, ching tdi
dap bé vai chiéc chum dit. Phai hun tién lai mua
den cho dong bao. Ky luat quan dan la mdt phén
thoi. C4i chinh la dong bao ngheo qua. Nhiéu nha
tré, gia, trai, gai phdi an cdm heo véi rau lang tru
baa.

Lai cang nhé mién Nam. Gap dau, cing nhic,
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cing hoi tham tin tic qué nha. Ban &m tra tau.
Lic ra dong giip dan. Chi c6 tin tic qué nha. Chi
CO qué tao, cdi gi cing ¢6 sin, ngon, ngot.

Ngay thing r0i cing [n qua trong tam trang
nhu thé

Lai bién ch& don vj lai.

Cai dai d9i “van nghg si, tri thic” cia téi lai
thém vai anh chj em dac bidt.

Qua d&t trdn : Anh U DPa chi gdnh hat Td
Hug lai lot vé dai ddi tdi. Thém Tran Xuan Nhuyt,
Phamn Tudng Henh, vdi anh vdn la chid tjch huyén,
hoa sf & cAc tinh mién Tay Nam B9.

Pay d6, x1 xao tin téc : SAp chinh huan cai
cich rupng dat.

Dat dai ciia minh trong Nam, dau day ma cii
cdach ?

Lai c6 lénh : Mdi c4n bd bj gidng xudng mot
cdp d& chinh huin cai cich rudng dat.

Trong dai ddi tdi, tdi vd Tran Xuan Nhyt xudng
lam trung doi trmgng hai trung déi. Trong trung doi
cia Tran Xuan Nhut, ¢6 nha van Pham Tuang Hanr.
Trong trung d4di téi phu trach, o6 nghé si U ba,
déng Chinh, nguyén 12 chd tich mét huyén d Dong
Thap mudi, chi Mink v¢g mdt trung doan trudng ndi
tiéng 6 Nam B trong khdng chi&n chdng Phap, chj
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Phan nguyén la digp vién c6 rat nhiéu thanh tich
trong chin nam khang chién chdng Phip va vai chj
nda cing tdc & cdc od quan vin nghe, bao chi, van
phong thuéc Bd Tu lénh Phan lién khu mién Tay
Nam B). Dac biét, don vj tdi o6 anh Danh, nguyan
dai 4oi trudng modt dai d6i dja phuong & mien Tay
Nam B9j.

Khong hiéu tai sao, mdt dém, chung tdi duge
lenh hanh quan kéo lén Chg Lai, cich cau Ham
Réng vai kflémét., Ving Ham Robng nii non trung
diép, con sdng MA 1An khudt, thap thd gi®a chc day
nii chém cha.

Nhing ngay chinh huin cai cdach rupng dat,
chitu chidu, anh em NamB{ chung tdi titng ri nhau
ra Cau Tau, nii Ngoc Ham R8ng ngim canh, ké
chuyén mign Nam.

Pai d9i trudng Danh hic dy da 16n tudi hon
t6i nhitu, cAm banh,mat vudng, tai to, may cong,
mat sic, o8 bd mong, ham rang chéc, deu. Toi va
anh U Da thudong ng::"tm dién mao anh Danh khi ngdi
kiém diém trong chinh huan, cAm thdy th& nao ay.
Hinh nhu anh o6 tuéng Phat Bd Tat. Hai ching tai
khéng dam ndi ¥ nghi k¥ la cia minh. Rdi Tran
Xuan Nhuyt, 6ng Chinh Chu tich huygn cing cing
y nghi ay.

M6t budi t8i, bén chan Cau Tau — Ham Rang
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anh U Da bao nhd toi :

— Ng, néi cho may biét, cdi dat Nam Ky cia
tui minh, ¢ nhieu chuyen ky cuyc dm. Rigng cai
chuyén sip x&p dai doi di tip két, may ob thiy
chuyén la khong ? Tai sao lai giao may mot dai doi
toan dan Van nghe si od hang xt Nam Ky ? May
o6 biét dng diéu khidc TrAn Van Lim nha minh lam
sao khdng ? N&i tieng lim d6. Tai may nhd tudi
nén khong bi&t théi. Thud trudc nam 1945, dan chiu
hoc Trudng My thuat Gia Dinh nhu &ng Tran Van
Ldm diu o6 nhidu. Rdi 6ng H6 Van Lai, hoa si &
Bén Tre n@a, cing o3 by d6. Ong Tran Van Lim
c6 nhitu ban hoc héi & cdi Trubng My thuit Gia
Dinh trén khdp ba ky Trung, Nam, Béc. G Cao
Mign, c5 hoa si Lam L&h v& nhidu ngudi o6 tai
nua.

Chuy2n ay thi tdi cd dugc nghe. Nhung giong
anh U Da ® 9, nghiém trang, khi€n tdi nhin d6i mit
dep cdia anh trAn tran. Thi chinh anh,anh cing la
mdt hién tugng ky la trong cdi dai ddi cua tdi. Con
anh Ngd Hdng Gidi, Lién trung doan phé d U Minh
nita, khéng ky cuc sao ? Tai sao lai bd tr{ trong
dai doi ndy toadn dan “ky cyc” vay ?

Toi lo s¢g, c6 the néi 1a mat ngd : Vi day Ia
nhiing ngay cdc phdi vién cdp trén xudng don vj tdi
tham dy chinh hudn d2u dan.
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